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the chain that binds her numerous colonies, dotted 
round the great circle of theearth, and on which 
the sun never sets. It has given her means by 
which representatives of her strength are placed 
ypon every sea toassert her power, and defend her 
interests. Not only so, but she has done all that 
anation could do to bring herself in the most direct 
communication with the great bulk of her Asiatic 
possessions. As shown by me in discussing this 
eybiect during the last session of Congress,— 
and its importance justifies a repetition,—she has 
established no less than three overland routes to 
India, one from Southampton down the English 
channel across the Bay of Biscay, along the coast 
of Portugaland Spain to Gibralter, thence through 
the Mediterranean, along the northern coast of 
Africa to Algiers, Malta, and Alexandria, Cairo, 
and across the Isthmus of Suez, from which, de- 
scending the Red Sea and through its straits at the 
southern extremity, the route lies across the In- 
dian ocean to Point de Galle in Ceylon, and from 
thence branching across the Bay of Bengal down 
the straits of Malacca to Singapore, and up the 
hina sea to Hong Kong. From the same point 
in Ceylon there are steam communications on the 
western side of Hindostan, and along the Mala- 
bar ast to Bombay, whilst on the eastern side 
e isa like communication to Madras and Cal- 
utta. 

There is then another route connecting with this, 
from London, by the way of Folkstone, Boulogne, 
Paris, Marseilles, and Malta, to Alexandria. 
Then they have a German overland route con- 
necting with the first by way of the Elbe, Leip- 
sic, Lresden, Vienna, Trieste, and down the 
Adrislic, by the Lonian Islands, to Alexandria. 
The Janotherand still shorter route, which has 

dd attention, and is proposed, being the 
vy which the troops of Alexander the Great 
ved from the Indies, by the Persian Gulf and 

river Euphrates to Bassorah, at the head of the 
Persivn Gulf, upon which the passage from Bom- 
bey 1o the Mediterranean can be made in twelve 
days. 
“ast India possessions by steam navigation from 


She also proposes to connect the British | 
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There is a point of time in the dealings of 
men with each other, when ‘‘ forbearance ceases 
to be a virtue.”’ So with the public mind aroused 


| On a question of momentous importance, when 


every public man is held to a just responsibility. 
Recognizing that responsibility, how will we stand 
justified before our constituents, if, by failure now 


| in the discharge of duty, we permit a continuance 
| of the trade of the world through foreign chan- 
nels, when it is in our power to bring it under the 


control of our own people, whose industry and 
enterprise have set afloat upon our waters and 
and upon the ocean more than eighteen thousand 


| vessels, with nearly half a million of tonnage. 


We ask in the name of our trade, domestic and 
foreign, that a direct means of communication 
be given through our own territory. The geo- 
graphical center of the Republic is almost unoc- 


|cupied and uncultivated for want of the road 


we now seek. Intersect it as speedily as you 
please by an indefinite number of highways 
when the public interest and business of the 


| country require them, but give us now one rail- 


road as a practical measure to begin with, and 
the settlement of the country will speedily be ac- 
complished, the foundation laid for the building 
of many roads connecting this with all parts of 
the Union. For all postal, military and commer- * 
cial purposes, the intervening territory between 
the Mississippi and Pacific now presents an im- 
passible barrier, forcing allour intercourse through 


| foreign territory, and placing California at a dis- 


eylon or Singapore to the Australian settlements. | 
But, as if not content with all these facilities, | 


another stupendous scheme for a more direct and | 
speedy communication with the East by railway | 


has been contemplated, by which London and 
Calcutta, the capitals of the western and eastern 


worlds, will be brought within a week’s journey | 
of each other. The edeed route is from Calais | 
ogne, through Augsburg, | 


to Ostend, thence to Co 
Lombardy to Trieste on the Adriatic, thence along 
the valleys of European Turkey to Bassorah on 
the Persian Gulf, passing along the northern shores 
of that gulf through Persia and Beloochistan to 
the Indus, and thence to Calcutta, on the eastern 
coast of Hindostan. 
the capital of the Bengal Presidency would be 
about five thousand six hundred miles in length, 
and, it is supposed, can be constructed in fourteen 
years. 

Look at the measure before the Senate in con- 
trast with what England has done to further her 
commercial interests, and will any one say that our 
Government is not as capable of extending equal 
benefits to our people as Great Britain is to hers? 


The beauty and perfection of our institutions con- | 


sist in their eminent capacity for good and its 
general diffusion; and, under enlightened popular 
control, this Government cannot long be misdi- 
rected, nor remain quiescent or inactive when the 
public interest demands its interposition. 

No Senator can say that the measure is not one 
of the highest concern to our present interests and 
our future prosperity, if indeed it is not indispen- 
sable to prevent territorial dismemberment. 

: Have the people of the United States no claims 
won on Government? Shall we sit here list- 
e = arms folded, virtually denying them? 


all sectional jealousy, that destructive can- | 


aan national happiness, be suffered to paralyze 
€stroy our energies and usefulness, or wire- 


rawn political theories of eee 
portant object ! eories of power, defeat this im 
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This route from London to | 





ee 


| 


tance of seven thousand miles from New York— | 
the time occupied in making the transit being 
more than double that required for European 
communication; whilst Egypt and Turkey may 
be reached sooner than our Pacific possessions. 
There, too, we can go by an uninterrupted voy- 
age under our own natienal flag. But in going 
to, or returning from the Pacific, we are indebted 
to the courtesy of foreign Powers for the privilege 
of a passage, unless we undertake the voyage by 
Cape Horn, which we might be fortunate enough 
to accomplish in between two and three months, 
by steam, or from four to six months in the ordi- 
nary sail navigation. 

That such a state of things can long continue, 
either in peace or war, is impossible. 

California now points you the way to the 
commerce of Asia, and to secure it she asks a 


| continental railroad, not only for her own use, but 


for the benefit of all, yet appealing to you in vir- 
tue of the high claims she has upon you. Already 
she has more than doubled your metallic capital, | 
in pouring her golden treasures into the lap of the 
Union. Hold back for a single quarter of a year 
her returns to the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico, 
and another commercial panic will involve you in 
speedy bankruptcy. Your stocks will fall, prop- 
erty will decline in value, banks perish; industry, 
agriculture, navgation, and manufactures will be 
prostrated. Go where you will,and your money, 
coined from her gold, will be found in every 
dwelling, the lowly cabin as well as the lordly 
mansion, in all the States and Territories. Every- 
where it has stimulated your industry, and given 
to laber increased employment and more ample 
reward. What has it done for the commerce of 
the country and your National Treasury? It has 
doubled your exports, and nearly tripled your re- 


ceipts. 

Look at results. Twenty-three millions of rev- 
enue from duties in eT rag. tee millions 
from the same source in 1854. ho doubts that, 
with the enlarged commerce growing out of amore 
liberal policy, this incredible increase of revenue 
is mainly attributable to the yearly supply of 
California gold? No merchant, manufacturer, 
banker, or statesman of any party, will contro- 
vert this. Your receipts from customs and the 
sale of your public lands are increased from this 
swell in the volume of currency. Forty mil- 
lions in the aggregate increase of your annual rev- 
enue from lands and customs are the consequence. 
Yet you hesitate about a reasonable appropriation 
—the effect of which will be to multiply a hun- 
dred fold your revenues and sources of wealth. | 
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Is this wise, just, Or expedient? California fur- 
nishes the element of national prosperity in peace, 
and the sinews of war. Yet for the want of this 
road you keep her in distant and dangerous iso- 
lation. 

The people from the Atlantic to the Pacific, from 
the Lakes and the St. Lawrence to the Gulf of 
Mexico, demand this measure. They look to 
Congress during this session to lay the foundation 
or its commencement. If we accomplish the ob- 
ject, it will be in vain for Great Britain, in her 
efforts to maintain commercial supremacy, to carry 
out her scheme of a great continental railway from 
Halifax through British territory to the Pacific, 
now so warmly advocated by many of her states- 
men and engineers, or to undertake her Asiatic 
railway from the Mediterranean, by the Persian 
Gulf and India, to the ports of China. 

But if local jealousies or sectional prejudices 
should defeat our present action, she will arise with 
renewed vigor to the prosecution of these great 
works, and new avenues of trade will secure to 
her the undisputed command of she commerce 
of the world. It is a question between London 
and New York, between Calcutta and San Fran- 
cisco, between England and America, by land and 
sea for the supremacy, and we surrender it, with- 
out an effort, to our great rival, if we now fail in 
the performance of duty. 

Do not defeat this bill by any illiberal, parsimo- 
nious policy, wilnich would provide means inade- 
quate to the undertaking, and subject it to sneers, 
as theoretical, inefficient, and leave it a dead letter 
on the statute-book; nor embarrass it by throwing 
the apple of discord among us in regard to different 
routes; nor weigh it down by overloading itin the 
form of several projected routes at a time, as if one 
was not stupendous enough to engage all our ener- 
gies, until population, the increase of tradeand com- 
merce in this new channel, had so far advanced as 
to show their necessity. No intelligent business 


| man ever intentionally met a demand by a re- 


dundant supply; but, on the contrary, the latter is 
always regulated by the former. This is a too 
well established doctrine of political economy to 
be denied. The foundation and growth of cities 
and of nations, ancient and modern, rest upon it. 


| On this same principle, within the present half 


century, steam navigation and the railway began 


| with us—the one with a single vessel, the other 


| with a single route. 


Now more than three thou- 
sand steam vessels float upon American waters 
alone; and our lines of railway are equal in length 
to two thirds the circumference of the globe. We 
run no risk from the very outset of monopoly or 
imposition in the construction of a single route, for 
already we have our splendid clipper ships making 
quick passages around Cape Horn, and our steam 
routes by the Isthmus to the Pacific, which will be 
uninterrupted in time of peace, and afford an active 
and healthy competition, making it an object with 
all concerned to cheapen the tolls of their several 
routes. 

In seeking the Asiatic, and especially the Chi- 


| nese trade, which has been coveted by every civil- 


ized nation that has preceded us as a source of 


| affluence, we resort, not like our great commercial 


| 
| 


rival, to the strong arm of power, to coercea trade 
in poison to the amount of twenty-five millions of 
dollars annually, but to deal with them by an inter- 
change of commodities for the benefit of all. Since 
the war between Great Britain and China, in 1842, 
which resulted in opening the five ports to foreign 
trade, our commerce has rapidly increased, until 
now it reaches annually from sixteen to seventeen 
millions of dollars, employing two hundred vessels. 
Who can estimate its increase and effects upon our 
ship-yards, and the business of our commercial 
cities and depdéts throughout the country, if this 
bill should beeome a law? 

Our recent acquisitions on the Pacific have revo- 
lutionized our commercial relations with the world 
—what to ancient, and even to modern Europe, 
was ‘* India beyond the Ganges”’ is “* India within 
the Ganges”’ to us. In creating this new route, 


| mote important to us than the Portuguese discov- 


ery of the route around the Cape of Good Hope 
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was to them, the question of maritime ascendericy 
will no longer be in doubt. The trade of Asia 
and the lodies will pass over it through the center 
of the North American continent, and its stimu- 
lating influence in settlements, not only along the 
route, but spreading all over the vast region be- 
tween the Mississippi and the Pacific, will be 
incalculable; whilst its enriching benefits will per- 
vode and invigorate every department of the social 
system, and impart a strength and power to our 
Government that will defy all Opposition or re- 
sistance. 

| have thus briefly and most imperfectly referred 
to the commercial considerations which commend 
the subject to our attention. If time wereallowed 
to enforce them, a picture could be presented of 
the greatness and glory of the Republic, the result 
of these vast commercial advantages, to which no 
levislator could shut his eyes. 


Napoleon, when no longer the Emperor, but the 
philosophic statesman and dispassionate observer 
at St. Helena, discoursing upon the purposes of 
Government, and in special reference to our coun- 
try, said: **Look at the United States, where, 
without any apparent force or effort, everything 
goes on prosperously; every one is happy and 
contented; and this is because the public wishes 
and interest are, in fact,the ruling power.’’ ** Place 
the Government,’’ said he, **ut variance with 
the will and interest of its inhabitants,’’ and then, 
as he contemplated such an event, he drew a pic- 
ture of the mischief that would follow. 

This measure is one not only involving the 
diversified interests, which L have presented to the 
Senate, but requires to be examined as to its 

POLITICAL EFFECT UPON THE COUNTRY. 

The duty imposed upon us to maintain and pre- 
serve ourterritory in its utmost extent, is not to be 


denied. Noman will confront the American people, | 


hesitating or intimating a doubt on this point. Our 
institutions, in their very nature, are expansive 
and progressive. The Pacific coast and important 


Islands of Polynesia, have at different times been | 


the object of desire and envy of European States. 
Captain Beechy, of the royal navy, examined the 
port of San Francisco, and reported {t to be of im- 
merse compass, ** sufficiently extensive to contain 
ail the British Navy,” having excellent harbors 


and anchorages, and surrounded by a country | 


varied by hills and valleys. In 1840, the British 
captain, Belcher, was also charged with the care- 
ful examination of the harbor; and at the same 
time the Hudson’s Bay Company, relying on the 
sunport of the British Government, stretched her 


line of forts towards this territory, in the hope | 


that negotiations which had been commenced in 
Londoy for a cession of Mexican territory in sat- 
isfaction of the English debt would result in the 
acquisition of California. The views of England 
respecting the Sandwich Islands have been well 
known. In 1788 Captain Meares, of the English 
Navy, did not hesitate to declare that the inhabit- 
ants of those Islands would, one day, be ranked 
emong British subjects. In the year 1843, under 


the pretext of redress of grievances, and the pros- | 


ecution of existing claims, Lord Paulet took pos- 
session of these Islands. The energetic interposi- 
tion of our Government resulted in the disavowal 


of the act by Lord Aberdeen, as communicated by | 
the British Envoy, Mr. Fox, to Mr. Upshur, our 


Secretary of State; and the British Commodore, 


Thomas, hauled down the British flag in the sum- | 


mer of the same year, and restored King Kehama 
the Third to all his functions. 


The importance of the Sandwich Islands as in- 


termediate points between the Russian Asiatic | 


and Russian American possessions attracted, in 
1812, the attention of the Imperial Company of 
St. Petersburgh. In that year, Baranoff, the gov- 


ernor of Russian America, founded a settlement || 
at the port of Bodega, on the Californian coast, | 
and sent a ship to Honolulu to establish a factory. | 
In 1814 he renewed his efforts to open commer- | 
cial relations, and repeatedly afterwards; but his | 


attempts were discouraged, and finally proved 
abortive, , 


The port of San Francisco has ever been re- | 
garded as the key to the northwest coast of Amer- | 


ica and the Pacific ocean, 


‘The future of these Islands,” says a pro- | 
found observer once connected with the French 
Legation in Mexico, ‘‘is ultimately bound to | 
that of California; and the nation which will be- 


| present! 
tions, stretched out on the shores of the western | 
ocean, with a line of sea shore equal to one half | 
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come the mistress of the one ought to possess 
the other; they seem, in fact, designed asa rallying 
point for vessels of every description that furrow 
the Pacific ocean north of the equator, placed, as 
they are, between California, the contested ‘Ter- 
ritory of Oregon, the northwest coast, Russian 
America, and the numerous archipelagoes of the 
great ocean and of Asia.’’ These Islands, it will 
be remembered, lie in a direct line, or nearly so, 
between San Francisco and Hong Kong, and in 
the 20th degree of north latitude, being the parallel 
of the Island of Cuba. 

During the last forty years, our Government 
reflecting the public will, has been alive to the im- 
portance of commercial position and ascendency on 
the Pacific. So impressed with this fact was the 
Spanish Minister at Washington, that ina dispatch 
of the Ist April, 1812, to the Viceroy of Mexico, 
he forewarned that functionary to be on his guard 
and arm the frontiers, as the Government of the 


United States proposed to fix its limits at the | 


mouth of the Rio Bravo del Norte, and ascend to 
the 31st degree of latitude, and then draw a line 
direct to the Pacific, which would bring Upper 
Californiainto the American Union. 


During the presidency of General Jackson, Mr. | 


Forsyth, in his dispatch of the 6th August, 1835, to 
the United States Chargé d’Affaires in Mexico, in- 
structed him to treat for a line that would give us 
the harbor of San Francisco, with an offer of five 


millions for it; and Mr. Calhoun, as Secretary of | 
State, sent, in 1844, a secret messenger to the Presi- | 
dent of Mexico, with an offer of ten millions for | 
, this harbor. 
finally led to our acquisitions on the Pacific are | 


The sequel of public events which 


before the world. 


Recent negotiations foreshadow, and the law of | 
political affinity seems to indicate the period as | 
not far distant when Sonora and Lower Califor- | 


nia, with an aggregate area of over two hundred 
thousand square miles, and two thousand nine 


hundred of sea coast around the peninsula and | 
along the main land, will be embraced within the 


boundary of the Union. 


The obligation upon the political departments, | 
in the exercise of legislative powers to bind | 
together this nation, is a solemn and paramount | 


obligation. This measure appeals to us in this 
point of view, and from the responsibility of 
neglect, indifference, or delay, we cannot escape 
before the tribunal of public opinion. 


like the Orkney or Shetland Islands in the mist 


of the Northern Ocean, or some barren strip of | 
land, unfit for culture, and shut out from com- | 


merce, still, as a part of the territory of the Union, 
your political power must reach it. 

The principle established by those who founded 
and matured the institutions they have bequeathed 
to us as a sacred trust, and for which they staked 


their fame forever, was, that not an inch of the | 
territory of the Republic should be disintegrated | 
For this, the mistress of the world | 


or dissevered. 
battled in the days of her glory, and maintained it 
until she sank under an accumulation of social 
disorders, and the wounds which misgovernment 
had inflicted. It was to maintain this principle, 
that induced Washington, amidst thickening mis- 


fortune, to declare that he would never give up the | 


contest for the independence of the united colonies, 
or the territory they claimed, even if driven to the 
fastnesses of the Alleghany mountains. 


If there was nothing attractive in our Pacific pos- | 
sessions, and they were valueless in all that makes | 
the earth valuable to man, yetas a part of our ter- | 
But in 
contrast with sterility, or even the fairer portions | 


ritory, you are bound to defend them. 
of our other States, what a picture does California 


Look at her in her immense propor- 


of the whole extent of the Atlantic coast, and 
an area of one hundred and eighty-eight thousand 


nine hundred and eighty-one square miles, equal | 
te one hundred and twenty millions, nine hun- | 
dred and forty seven thousand, eight hundred and | 
| forty acres—more than four times the area of the || 
State of New York; and capable, from her com- | 


mercial position, and agricultural and mineral re- 


sources, of maintaining a population equal to that || 


now held by the whole American Union. With 
the coast range of mountains, in its beautiful un- 
dulations from lofty summits to irregular hills on 


| the west, and the snowy mountains and Colorado 


~ . 
April 10, 
river on the east, and Lower California oy 4 
south its center intersected by the rivers Sy. . 
mento and San Joaquin, whose magnificent yai)... 
alone contain millions of acres of the most fer, 
soil, stretching near the entire length of the Star. 
each flowing a distance of some three or four hy ae 
dred miles in contrary directions from the me = 
and from the south, and uniting in thesame entunre 
to discharge their waters into the bay of San Fran. 
cisco, dug out, as it were, by the hand of nay, ce 
herself, for the noblest of human purposes, = 

Here we have a harbor and port, the natural 
receptacle of the produce of our extensive valleys 
and at no distant day to be the Pacific seat of 
trade, and an equipoise to the Atlantic emporinm, 
It will be the entrepdt and storehouse to which 
the coasts of the Western ocean, of Northwestern 
America, and of the Asiatic regions, wil] send the 
products. From this common center of trade y ill 
be furnished in exchange the grain and other 
of our products required for subsistence by the 
people of the Southwestern coast, of the Mey. 
ican and Central American States, down to ti. 
equator, to Peru, to the Southwestern coast of Agia 
and islands of the Polynesian group. The serenity 
and mildness of our climate, the mammoth frowtt 
of our vegetation, the capacity of our soil for whe " 
and the smaller grains, extending its adaptatio, 
also to the vine, give advantages not surpassed, if 
equaled, within the limits of any one of the States 

of the Union. A few short years ago she was 
held by a sparse and apathetic population of some 
few thousand souls, with limited wants, and these 
almost supplied spontaneously by nature. From 
the moment the American flag rose upon her hills 
the scene was changed. Western settlers entered 
her limits, those pioneers whoae strong hands and 
patriotic hearts have everywhere laid the deep 
foundations of our prosperity. Apathy in Cali- 
fornia ceased, and was succeeded by the activity 
of industrial pursuits. The golden discoveries 
were first made in seeing a few glittering particles 
sparkling in the sunlight in a mill-race on a fork-of 
the American river, a tributary of the Sacramento, 
This discovery was followed up in our rivers, 
which, rushing from the Nevada chain, liberate 
and sweep down to their beds the hidden treasure, 
and point the way to the sources of mineral 
wealth, hitherto illimitable in extent, and exhib- 
| iting no signs of exhaustion. The opening, ex- 


1) 
LeVS 


or nh 


. || panding veins of our rocky structure have been 
If C-ifornia were some distant, dreary region, | 


reached, and their golden deposits unfolded by the 
|| ingenuity and enterprise of that indomitable band 
of immigrants, whose tireless energies mock at all 
difficulties, and defy all obstacles. Therush of im- 
| migration tapaed, energy and enterprise flocked 
to our shores. Labor, that makes man what he 
is, and without which gold is as valueless as the 
dust of the earth, did its work. Industry, that 
‘‘intangible, abstract commodity,” directed our 
energies, and we rose in the full proportions of a 
sovereign State, unprecedented in growth, and 
unexampled in its career in the history of nations. 
| Her mineral discoveries, which the press had 
/ announced from one end of the globe to the other, 
until the news even penetrated the isolation_of the 
| Chinese dominions, were first looked upon as ori- 
ental fictions, then doubted, then believed, and 
finally realized beyond all anticipation. 

In 1820 we had a metallic currency in the United 
| States, according to Mr. Gallatin’s report in that 
year, of thirty-two millions five hundred thousand 
|| dollars. The products of all the mines in the Union, 

from that year until 1848, furnished an additional 
sum of twelve millions seven hundred and forty-one 
thousand six hundred and forty-seven dollars, being 
an average annual yield of between four and five 
hundred thousand dollars. Our net specie imports 
over our exports for that period were eighty lwo 
| millions eighty-six thousand four hundred and sixty- 
one dollars, and immigrant supplies, at an average 
of a millién a year, gave us twenty-seven millions, 
making an aggregate of specie in the United States 
at the beginning of the year 1848, of $154,328, 10°. 
In that year the aggregate products of the mines 
of Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Tennessee, Alabama, and New Mexico, 
fell below the general average I have stated , having 
only reached about two hundred thousand dollars, 
to which Califernia, just then beginning to ope? 
| her treasures, contributed an additional sum of 
| more than one fifth the product of all our mines *! 
|| that time. She has, since that period, increas 
\| her product in almost a compound ratio, until he 
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yn hundred millions, being two and a half times 
oveater than the aggregate average annual yield 
between the years 1829 and 1N45, of the Uralian, 
Mexican, Peruvian, Bolivian, Chilian, and, in fact, 
of all the mines in the world together? ; 

Look back at the commercial crises at different 
eriods of our history, and especially those within 
our recollection, from 1837 to 1840, when we suf- 
fered from a drain of our then very limited supply 
of the precious metals, and reflect upon the disas- 
ters which pervaged the country in every depart- 
ment and business of life. What is it but the 
void of California that has held in equipoise our 
commercial balance, and furnished us with a re- 
dundant supply of bullion, notwithstanding the 
immense expansion of our trade and increased 
importations, whilst at the same time it has im- 
narted wide-spread prosperity over the face of the 
whole country, by which mendicity has virtually 
been extinguished within our borders ? 

Did she clutch at and hold this massive treasure 
for her own benefit? No; she sent it back to your 
constituents; she dispensed it al over your terri- 
tory. It reached your manufacturers of New 
England; it found its way to your farmers of the 
middie and western States, and to the cotton, 
rice, and sugar planters of the South; it gave un- 
exampled activity to your workshops in every 
nook and corner of the land; it increased employ- 
ment in your dock-yards, and gave new impetus 
to your shipping interest, until its stimulating 
inflaence was felt in the nerves of your whole 
industrial system. 

We now come before you asking an appropria- 
tion of yourdomain, for theconstruction of this new 
means of intercommunication, indispensable not 
only to consolidateus at home, but to guard against 
the shock of foreign war, and consequent danger 
of political dismemberment. 

Che utmost stretch of your interposition will 
not exceed, under the bill before you, forty mil- 
lions of acres for a line of two thousand miles, 
that will unite the Mississippi States with the Pa- 
cific. Its value does not equal by one half our 
annual supply of gold, and its concession will be 
more than reimbursed by the enhanced value im- 
parted to the alternate residuumof your land. The 
measure, Senators, is one demanding your serious 
consideration. 

For the maintenanceofour claims upon Mexico, 


I 


we expended far more than double the cost of the 


project before us. To recover and retain any 
fraction of territory within this Confederacy, we 
would exhaust the treasure of the country, and 
place posterity under tribute for centuries to 
come, 

Rome, after the lapse of centuries, from her 
foundation, and in the peaceful reign of the An- 
tonines, claimed the proud distinction that one 
hundred and twenty millions acknowledged her 
laws—a degree of population probably exceeding 
modern Europe in the eighteenth century, and 
supposed, by an enlightened historian to be 
“the most numerous society that has ever been 
united under the same system of government.” 
A people whose cities were connected by public 
highways issuing from the seat of empire, travers- 
ing ltaly, pervading provinces, and terminating 
only with the frontiers, forming a great chain of 
communication from the wall of Antoninus to the 
capital, thence to Jerusalem, and stretching in dis- 
tance over four thousand Roman miles. 

Senators: Our progress as a nation has com- 
a but begun; the immeasurable future 
ves before you. It is for us to do our part as pat- 
riots to and legislators, under the mandates of the 


to the metallic currency are | 


| by Rev. Wittiam H. Mirsvrn. 


| asaunited people, WHO CAN PREDICT OUR 


FUTURE DESTINY? 
On motion by Mr. MASON, the further consid- 
eration of the bill was postponed until to-morrow. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, April 10, 1854. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 


The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 
The SPEAKER. The business first in order 


| is a motion lying over from last Monday, made 


by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Fior- 
ENCE,] to suspend the rules for the purpose of 
iptroducing the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to promote Commander Duncan N. Ingraham to 
the grade of captain in the Navy of the United States, and 
that the Secretary of the Navy be requested to tender the 
command of one of the six first-class steam frigates provided 
for in the bill that passed the House on the 3lst March, to 
Captain Duncan N. Ingraham, when sucit vessels may be 
ready for service. 

Mr. DEAN. I ask the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania if he will not withdraw the resolution for 
the present, and allow me to bring forward a mat- 


| ter of very great importance? 


Mr. FLORENCE. I have no disposition to 
press this resolution upon the consideration of the 
House at this time; and I am perfectly willing, 


| with the consent of the House, that it should lie 


over to be considered at another time, as the House 


| is exceedingly thin. 


The SPEAKER. Does the Chair understand 


| the gentleman from Pennsylvania as withdrawing 


the resolution ? 


Mr. FLORENCE. 


For the present [ will with- 


| draw it, that the gentleman from New York may 


| introduce his resolutions. 


Mr. DEAN. I desireto bring before the House 
at this time a matter of very great importance to 
the commercial interests of the country; and for 
that purpose [ ask the unanimous consent of the 
House to introduce two resolutions. The Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs have recommended the 
adoption of the resolutions. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to inquire, 
Mr. Speaker, whether this is not resolution day, 
when the States are to be called for resolutions? 
By pursuing the regular order, we will get a great 
many more resolutions through than we can in 
this informal way. 


Mr. DEAN. 


| resolutions. 


The resolutions were read, as follows: 
Resolved, That in the war which now seems impending 


in Europe, it is the duty, as well asthe manifest interest of 


| the Government of the United States, to observe and man 


tain a strict neutrality between all! the belligerents. And, 
| in the event of a war. the rights of our citizens and the secu 
rity of our commerce demand the mantenance of the prin 
| ciple heretofore asserted, and strenuously contended for by 
this Government, but not hitherto admitted or established 
| as a law of nations—that free ships make free goods, except 
| as to articles clearly Known as contraband of war; and that 
the neutral flag protects from unreasonable search and 
| seizure the ships bearing it. And also, that neutral property 
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Well, I ask the unanimous con- 
\| sent of the House to permit me to introduce the 


on board a vessel of any of the belligerents is not subject to | 


| seizure and confiscation. 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 
| quested, if, in his opinion, not incompatible with the public 


| interests, to communicate to this House whether any, and 


Constitution, to devise those means which will | 


overcome geographical separation, and give unity 
to every part of this ocean-bound Republic. 

By the natural law of increase, aided by a swell 
of immigration which the shock of European war 
and the reconstruction of nationalities will send 
‘o our shores, the new century that approaches, 
even though we are yet in the springtide of na- 
tional existence, will find within our limits, now 
greater in territorial extent than Imperial Rome, 
& population equal to what she possessed in the 
zenith of her glory, after the growth of a thou- 
sand years. 

Let the measure under consideration be con- 
Summated, and an act, vital to the integrity of our 
territory, and to the perpetuity of our undivided 


ifany, what arrangements have been made, or what corre 
spondence has taken place between this Government and 
any of the Governments of Europe to establish the foregoing 


| principles as international law, and to protect the neutral 


commerce of the United States in the event of a war be- 
tween any of the Powers of Europe. 


Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, is the introduc- 
tion of these resolutions in order at this time? 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order. 

Mr. WALKER. Thenl object to it. 

Mr. DEAN. Then, Mr. Speaker, [ move to 
suspend the rules of the House, so as to enable me 


to introduee it. 
BOOKS FOR NEW MEMBERS. 


The SPEAKER. Before the House proceeds 
to act on the motion of the gentleman from New 
| York to suspend the rules, | beg leave to submit 


Union, will have been accomplished; afid then, || to the House a communication from the Clerk. 


| 
} 
| 
' 
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The following letter was thereupon read: 


Crera«’s Orrice, House or Rerresenratives, ? 
Apri 6, 1854. \ 
: To enable me to proceed to the execution of the 
joint resolution approved February 24, 1854, ordering cer 
tain books for new members of the House of Representa 
tives, | addressed letters to the publishers early in the month 
of March, inviting them te furnish the books voted. Hav 
ing received replies from all the publishers written to, it 
appears thatthey can furnish © Annals of Congress,”’ “ Sen 
ate Land Laws,’?** Statutes at Large,”? “ Adams’s Work~,’’ 
** Congres=ional Globe,’ “ Finance Reports,” ** Constitu 
tion,’’ ** Elliott's Debates,”? and “ American Archives,” 
and that thev cannot furnish the “ State Papers,” “ Reports 
of Debates,” ‘Contested Elections,’? “ Diplomatic Cor 
respondence,”? and “ Alexander Hamilton’s Works.’’ 

The bocks which the publishers cannot furnish, a book 
selier of this city, who has supplied large numbers of the 
same books to Congress, has made a written offer to fur 
nish at former prices and in a specified time, except the 
** Diplomatic Correspondence” and “Alexander Hamil 
ton’s Works ;"’ but as the resolution seems to confine the 
Clerk to purchases fromthe publishers, | have not felt at 
liberty to give him positive orders without express authority 
of the House. 

The book known as “ The Opinions of the Attorneys 
General,”’ specified in the resolution, embraces no opinions 
of later date than 1841; and as there is a very general desire 
to have an edition bringing them down to the most recent 
date, no inquiry has yet been made of the publishers con 
cerning it. | respectfully ask further instructions from the 
House on this point. 

The resolution is understood, by the publishers of ‘* Mayo's 
Treasury Regulations,” “Mayo & Moulten’s Pension and 
Bounty Land Laws,” and “ Hickey’s Book of the Const: 
tution,’’ to vote to the new members of the House the same 
numbers of each of these works as were received by the new 
Senators in the last Congress; batas this is doubtful, I 
have declined giving orders for them; and on this potnt, 
also, respectfully await the action of the House. 

JOUN W. FORNEY. 


Sir 


Hon. Linn Boypn, 


Speuker of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. FAULKNER. It is my purpose to ask 
to have that communication referred to the Joint 
Committee on the Library. But I suppose it 
will meet with the general desire of the House to 
have such a resolution adopted as will erable the 
Clerk at once to execute the joint resolution for 
tle delivery of books tonew members. With that 
view | beg to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, Twat the Clerk of the House of Representa 
tives furnish, and deliver to each of the Members and Dele 
gates of the present Congress who have not already received 
them, and pay for the same out of the contingeat fund of 
the House, the following books, being a portion of the 
books voted to the members of former Congresees, viz: 

‘* State Papers,” “ Register of Debates,”’? “ Contested 
Elections,’ and “Alexander Hamilton’s Works:” Provided, 
The prices do not exceed those heretofore paid; and that, 
instead of the “ Opinions of Attorneys Geuera!l,’’ bereto- 
fore supplied, he shall furnish and deliver the latest pab- 
lished edition that can be procured for fifteen dollars per 
copy, that being the amount paid for the Attorney General’s 
Opinions in the Thirty- First Congress. 


Mr. FAULKNER. It will be seen by the 
House that the only effect of this resolution is this: 
The joint resolution which passed the House of 
Representatives and the Senate provides that these 
books shall be obtained from the publishers. The 

| publishers, as I learn from correspondence now 
before me, have declared their inability to furnish 
them, and the only effect of this resolution is to 
enable the Clerk, at the same price, to obtain them 
elsewhere, otherwise the joint resolution will be 
nugatory. 

Mr. HAVEN. I think this resolution and the 
communication from the Clerk ought to take a 
different direction from the one that has been in- 
dicated. I submit a motion that the said commu- 
nication be printed, and that the resolution and 
communication also be referred to the House 
members of the Joint Committee on the Library. 
The reason why | make this motion is, that there 
is a law against furnishing certain books, and the 
effect of that law is only avoided by the joint res- 
olution passed by the House and the Senate at 
the present session, and in the mode pointed out 
by that joint resolution. I submit that we shall 
run against and counter to that jaw of the last 
session, if we undertake to furnish these books, 
out of the contingent fund. I suggest to the 
House that this communication had much better 
be so referred, that the House may be put in pos- 
session, through a report of that committee, of the 
price and terms on which purchasescan be made, 
and be enabled to take such action as may be 
necessary, and be deemed proper when such re- 
port is made. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. There is one sub- 
ject which the Clerk refers to in his communica- 
tion which I think is not referred to in the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from Virginia, {Mr. Fauix- 

| wer.] Itis as to the number of copiesof ae ’s 
| Compilation of the Constitution, and some othex 
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books, which are to be furnished to members- by 
the Clerk. Now, there never has been any extra 
copies of ** Hickey’s Constitution,” or of those 
other books, furnished to members of the House 
for distribution. Hach member, up tothe present 
Congress, has received one copy of that book to 
make out his set of books ordered to be distributed 
to him by the House. 

The joint resolution which passed last Congress 
is so worded that there shall be furnished to the 
new members of the Senate and the House of the 
present Congress, such books as were furnished 
to the new members of the Senate and the House 
of the last Congress. Under thet reading of it, 
the publisher of that book claims that he has a 
right, as | understand, to furnish the same number 
of copies of that Constitution for each new mem- 
ber of this House that was furnished to the mem- 
bers of the Senate during last Congress. Such, 
sir, | conceive, was not the intention of the reso- 
lution, nor was it the understanding of the House, 
at the time it passed this House. The object and 
intention of the joint resolution which passed at 
the present Congress, was to furnish to each mem- 
ber one copy of such books as have heretofore 
been distributed to members for their own use. 

Mr. FAULKNER. That was precisely the 
object which I had in view when I asked a refer- 
ence of that communication to the Joint Commit- 
tee on the Library. I concur entirely with the 
views of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
Jonrs,] and desire to obtain from that joint com- 
mittee an explanatory resolution, which will leave 
no room for controversy,nor any doubt of its cor- 
rect interpretation, as contended for by that gentle- 
man and myself. 

Mr. JONES. Then TI hope the resolution and 
communication will be referred as proposed; and 
with the further suggestion, that whatever thecom- 
mittee may report back upon this subject, they 
will not report that these books shall be paid for 
out of the contingent fund of the House. 

That, sir, has not been customary. 

ou will look back at every Congress since the 
Teenty-Eighth, you will find that there has been 
a specific appropriation, either in a deficiency or 
general appropriation bill, to pay for these books. 
The item for furnishing these books to the new 
members of this Congress will alone amount to, 
i suppose, at least $150,000. The Clerk has not 


furnished the precise sum; but | suppose it will | 


amount to at least that, I think it should appear 
in a general appropriation bill, as a specific appro- 
priation for that purpose. I hope, therefore, that 
the provision contained in the resolution of the 
gentleman from Virginia, proposing to pay this 
amount out of the contingent fund, will not be 
adopted. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I move the previous 
question upon the resolution. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope my 
colleague will withdraw that motion for a moment, 
to allow me to offer an amendment. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The motion is to refer 
the resolution to the Committee on Printing, and 
any-amendment that may be necessary can be 
made there. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. It was with reference 
to that motion that | wished to offer an amend- 
ment. I wished to provide that the committee 
have leave to report at any time. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The Committee on 
Printing isa privileged committee, and has the 
right to report at any time, without any special 
order upon the subject. 
for the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The question was taken, and the resolution 
referred to the Committee on Printing. 


THE RIGHTS OF NEUTRALS. 


The question then recurred upon Mr. Dean’s 
motion to suspend the rules to enable him to in- 
troduce his resolutions. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Iask that the resolutions 


may be again read. 

The SPEAKER. They will be again read, 
unless objection is made. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The question will be put to 
the House whether they shall be read. 


I think, if 


I insist upon my demand | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOB 


The Clerk again read the resolution. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Is it in order to say any- 
thing in favor of the adoption of the resolutions? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. Debate is not in 
order upon the motion to suspend the rules. 

The question was put; and, upon a division, 
65 rose in the affirmative. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. 
the yeas and nays. 

Upon a division, on the call for the yeas and 
nays, 27 rose in the affirmative, and 79 in the neg- 
ative. 

The SPEAKER. No quorum has voted. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I demand tellers on the 
yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will first ascer- 
tain whether a quorum is present. The Chair 
counted the number present, and found there were 
153—a quorum. 

Tellers on the yeas and nays were ordered; and 
Messrs. Pritiips and CamMpBeLt were appointed. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DEAN. Before the Clerk proceeds to call 
the roll | would state to the House that the reso- 
lutions meet with the unanimous assent of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

The .uestion was then put; and on a division, 
there were—yeas 103, nays 41; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Appleton, Banks, Barksdale, Belcher, 

Jennett, Benson, Bissell, Bocock, Carpenter, Caskie, 
Chamberlain, Chandler, Chastain, Churchwell, Clingman, 


Cobb, Cook, Crocker, Curtis, John G. Davis, Thomas 
Davis, Dean, Dent, Disney, Dunbar. Dunham, Eddy, Edger- 


I demand 


ton, Edmands, Edmundson, Etheridge, Farley, Faulkner, | 


Fenton, Florence, Fuller, Greenwood, Grey, Grow, An- 
drew J. Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, 
Hastings, Henn, Hibbard, Hiester, Howe, Hughes, Inger 
soll, Daniel T. Jones, Kerr, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lane, La- 
tham, Lindsley, Macdonald, McDougall, Macy, Maxwell, 
Middleswarth, John G. Miller, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, 
Mordecai Oliver, Pennington, John Perkins, Phillips, Pow- 
ell, Puryear, David Ritchie, Thomas Ritehey, Robbins, 
Rowe, Ruffin, Sapp, Seward, Seymour, Shannon, Shaw, 
Shower, Simmons, Singleton, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, Sam 
uel A. Smith, Snodgrass, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. 
Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, John 
J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, Thurston, Upham, Vail, Van- 
sant, Walbridge, Israel Washburn, John Wentworth, and 
Daniel B. Wright—103. , 

NAYS—Meresrs. Willis Allen, Ball, Boyce, Bridges, 
Bugg, Campbell, Chrisman, Corwin, Cox, Cullom, Ever- 
hart, Goode, Hamilton, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, 
Hunt, George W. Jones, Knox, Letcher, McMullin, Mace, 
Matteson, Meacham, Norton, Olds, Parker, Peck, Peck- 
ham, Pratt, Sage, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, 
Nathaniel G. Taylor, Tracy, Tweed, Wade, Walker, 
Elihu B. Washburne, Wells, and Zollicoffer—41. 


So (two thirds voting in favor thereof) the rules 
were suspended. 


Mr. DEAN. The resolutions are now before 
the House, I believe. 


The SPEAKER, They are regularly before the | 


House. 
Mr. DEAN. I do not intend to detain the 
House by advocating the passage of these resolu- 
tions, but I desire to state what they contain. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 desire to 
inguire if the resolutions are before the House? 
‘he SPEAKER. The resolutions are before 
the body. 
Mr. WASHBURNE. 


If debate arises upon 
them, will they not go over under the rules? 
Mr. DEAN. The rules have been suspended. 
The SPEAKER. The rules have been sus- 
pended; and, among them, the rule requiring the 
| resolutions to go over if debate arises. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. I supposed the rules 


were suspended only to admit the resolutions. 


The SPEAKER. The rule to which the gen- 
tleman refers applies only to resolutions ‘ntro- 


duced upon a cal. of the States. These resolutions | 


are regularly before the body, and the gentleman 
from New York is properly on the floor. 

Mr.WASHBURNE. And are open to debate. 

TheSPEAKER. They are. 

Mr. DEAN. I was saying, when the gentle- 
man from Illinois interrupted me, that I did not 
desire to debate these resolutions at this time, but 
to state only to the House what they contain, and 
the principles they are intended to enunciate. 


The first resolution isa plain and distinct state- 


ment of our duty to maintain neutrality in the war 
between the different Powers of Europe. It then 


| reasserts the doctrine that has been so often as- 


serted by the people and Executive Department of 
this Government, but which the judiciary of the 
country has failed to sustain; for Chancellor 
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trary rule. The Executive branch of our Goy. 
ernment from its foundation, beginning with the 
Congress of the Confederation, and from that time 
to the present, has constantly, in its action and ite 
diplomacy, endeavored to establish the rule that 
free ships make free goods, and the additional 
proposition that the goods of neutrals on board the 
ships of belligerents are also free from seizure or 
confiscation. This the first resolution contains 

The importance of this subject at the presen; 
crisis, when all Europe seems about engaging in q 
destructive war, cannot be expressed or scarce! 
estimated. The subject has been very recently 
discussed in the British Parliament. The Minis. 
try have been called upon to state what they jn. 
tend to do in reference to it. They have evaded 
meeting and disposing of the question, and avoided 
answering definitely what would be the action of 
that Government. 

The second resolution calls for the correspond. 
ence between our Government and the Goverp- 
ments of any foreign Power upon this subject; and 
I may be permitted to state here, what I think 
will prove to be correct, that our Government has 
been for the last nine months engaged in endeayor. 
ing to get this principle established and admitted 
as the law of nations, and that our representative 
near the Court of St. James, in particular, has 
ably and, I believe, successfully accomplished it, 
so far as its recognition depends upon that Gov. 
ernment. And it is admitted on all hands, that if 
Great Britain, which is the Power that has at all 
times prevented its being established, will unite 
with us in saying that it shall hereafter be the law 
of nations—not by a treaty, but by a proclama- 
tion, and by action during this war—it will here- 
after be placed upon the firm basis of precedent as 
well as of natural right and justice. 

1 am informed that from the fact of its being 
unknown to the mercantile community what our 
Government intends to do, and what will be the 
action of the Government of Great Britain, insur- 
ances in all our large ports have increased, and 
that much anxiety is felt in reference to it. It is 
due to our merchants at this time to let them know 


| what the action of the Government has been, and 


what Congress intends to do—whether it is our 
determination to carry out this doctrine at all haz- 
ards, or whether our merchant vessels must pro- 


| tect themselves, in the event of the war which 


seems threatening and inevitable. 

I have no particular choice as to the language to 
be used, but I think that the Executive branch of 
the Government and Congress ought now to take 


| its stand and say to the world, that this is our 


principle, that we will not be driven from it, that 
we will legislate to assert it, that we will negotiate 
to secure it, and if need be that we will fight to 
maintain it. If we can establish this doctrine, it 


| will be one of the proudest days in the annals of 


American history, for it is emphatically our doe- 
trine—one that we have contended for from the 
days of the Revolution to the present time. I do 
not desire to move the previous question. 

Mr. BOCOCK. It strikes me that this is an 
exceedingly important proposition, one that un- 
dertakes to define the position that this Govero- 
ment will occupy in regard: to the war which is 
impending in Europe. ‘That ought to be done with 
due deliberation, and after mature consideration. 

Positions rashly taken are easily abandoned. 


| To give them weight and authority, these resolu- 


tions ought to have about them all the sanctions 


| of matured action upon the part of the Congress 


of the ‘Jnited States. They are designed, as the 


| gentleman has said, to make known to our mer- 


chants what they may rely on. They are intended 
also to produce effect upon the action of other 
countries. Will that result be produced by reso- 
lutions introduced here in the morning hour, and 


hurried through, without consideration? Ought 


they not to be sent to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, and there discussed, examined, and care- 


| fully guarded in their wording? If they take un- 


tenable positions—which I by no means mea, 
upon the slight consideration which I have given 
them, to intimate, or if they are not strong 
enongh—that committee ought to have the oppor- 
tunity to modify them, or make them stronger, 
and if they are incautiously worded, that com- 


| mittee ought to have an opportunity to change the 


phraseology. Whatever is done ought to be done 
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The question was put, and the reading of the || Kent says that international law, as understood || 


; , with care and deliberation. 
resolutions ordered. ‘| in this country and in Europe, establishes a con- U 


I des** to make another suggestion before I take 
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my seat. These resolutions are submitted to be 
ed upon by this House alone. They are not 
. resolutions. If this Government intends to 
nvthing effective and operative; anything to 
commit the country to a particular line of policy 
couching our foreign relations, it should be done 
b the Government itself, and not by the House 
’ Representatives alone. At must be by joint 
resolution, requiring the action of the two Houses 
of the Congress of the United States, approved by 
the President. _ , 
These resolutions, I say, are mere resolutions 
eybmitted to be considered by this body alone; and 
therefore, if passed, they will have no effect, as 
the action of the Congress of the United States. 
They will amount to amere expression of opinion 
on the part of the members of this House, and that 
hast! ygiven. Under these circumstances, | move 
to refer the resolutions to the Committee on For- 
eign Afiairs. ‘ 
Mr.CAMPBELL. I move the previous ques- 
tion. 
Mr. BOCOCK. Iam willing that the resolution 
calling upon the President for information, may 
be passed. 
The SPEAKER. The resolutions cannot be 
separated except by unanimous consent. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. The committee can call 
upon the President for informationf. 

‘The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Bocock’s 
motion; and it was decided in the affirmative. 

So the resolutions were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. DENT. ‘1 ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to allow me to present a resolution. 

Mr. WELLS. Icall for the regular order of 
business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the call upon the States for resolutions. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Is not the gentleman 
from Georgia [Mr. Dent] entitled to the floor on 
his motion to suspend the rules? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Geor- 
gia has aright to the floor, and asks the unani- 
mous consent of the House to introduce a resolu- 
tion which will now be read by the Clerk. 

Mr. WELLS. I object. 


a 


‘ 
ol 


Mr. DENT. I hope that the House will allow | 


the resolution to be read. 


The SPEAKER. The resolution will be read | 


for information. 
The resolution was then read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole House be 
discharged from the further consideration of House bill No. 
301, and that the same be now considered. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. What bill is it? 

Mr. DENT. I will explain its features. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Let the Clerk read the 
title. 

The bill was read by its title, as follows: 

A bill to regulate and define the duties of the 
Commissioner of Pensions in certain cases. 

Several Members. Read the bill. 

The bill of the House, No. 301, was thereupon 
read in extenso. 

It provides that whenever any agent for paying 
invalid pensions shall have reason to believe that 
the disability which caused any person to be placed 
on the pension roll #s totally or partially removed, 
it shall be the duty of said agent to suspend all 
further payment to such pensioner until such pen- 
sioner shall produce the affidavit of two physicians 
or surgeons, whose respectability shall be certified 
to by the officer before whom they may be quali- 
fied, stating from personal examination the con- 
unuance of the disability (descriving it) for which 
the pension was originally granted, and the rate 
of such disability at the timeof making such affi- 
davit; and if in said affidavit the disability shall 
be stated at a rate below that for which the pen- 
sion was griginally granted, the pensioner shall 
only be paid at the rate stated in said affidavit. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules, and was disagreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Resolutions are now in order 
from the Territory of Utah. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move, Mr. Speaker, that 
the rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. I desire to ask the 
gentleman from Ohie to withdraw his motion, to 
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enable me to introduce a bill of which previous 
notice has been given. It is a bill to aid the Ter- 
ritory of Minnesota and the State of Indiana in 
constructing a railroad for military, postal, and 
other purposes. The object of the bill is to con- 
struct certain links in the chain, so as to securea 
continuous line of railroad from some point on 
Lake Superior to the Falls of the Ohio, and from 
thence, following the valley of the said river, to 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

[ am about leaving town, and therefore it is that 
Lask the gentleman from Ohio to withdraw his 
motion to go into committee, so as to allow me 
to introduce this bill. 

Mr. OLDS. And I am going to ask the gentle- 
man from Ohio to withdraw his motion for a like 
purpose. 

‘The SPEAKER. Is the motion of the gentle- 
man from Ohio withdrawn? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I would prefer, Mr. Speak- 
er, not to withdraw my motion just now. I 
would like to oblige both the gentlemen, but | can- 
not properly do so now. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
zo into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
ofthe Union. 

Mr. CAMPBELL demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Smirn, of 
Tennessee, and CampBELL were appointed such 
tellers. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 92, noes 31. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Fuiver in the chair,) and resumed the con- 


| sideration of House bill (No. 48) ** making appro- 


priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 
Government for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1955. ”’ 

The CHAIRMAN. When the committee last 
rose, the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Macponatp] 
was upon the floor, and is now entitled to the 
same. 


NEBRASKA AND KANSAS. 
Mr. MACDONALD, in rising to speak on the 


subject of the Nebraska bill, said his record was 
made up as voting against the reference of the 
Senate measure to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. He stood in this po- 
sition with only three others coming from east of 
the Hudson river, on this issue. The Legislature 
of Maine did not propose to instruct him to vote 
against the bill, but put forth a modest request 
to that effect. But he did not intend to carry out 
their wishes, that body not properly representing 
public sentiment in that State. He pronounced 
the request as arrogant and impudent. 

In his opinion, the allusion frequently made 
that a natural hostility exists between the North 
and the South—a natural dislike and jealousy— 
was perfectly groundless. Why should there be 


| hostility between those sections? The memory 
| of the past, the happiness of the present, and the 


hopes of the future, should not create hostility, 
but, on the contrary, the largest and most intense 
fraternal concord and agreement. 

He regarded the election of Franklin Pierce as 


‘conclusive of the question that the old era of 


good feeling is to be reéstablished between the 
North and the South, when a feeling similar to 
that which animated our revolutionary sires is 
again to prevail. ; 

The natural opponents of this bill are the Ab- 


| olitionists of the country, under the lead of the 


New York Tribune, a paper tainted with heresies 
and isms of every kind. The main editor of that 
paper does not believe in a future staté of re- 
wards and punishments. The tendency of their 
principles is that the people are not to be trusted, 


| nor permitted to govern themselves, but must be 


governed. He commented at large on the char- 
acter of Abolitionists. 

The bill commended itself to his support be- 
cause it asserted the right of the people to govern 
themselves. It wasin 1850 that this Government 
inaugurated a new territorial policy, by allowing 
Utah and New Mexico to govern themselves; and 


| the bill now pending was intended to carry out 


that republican and wholesome principle. 
[The speech will be found in the ances 
Mr. FAULKNER, afier having expressed his 
acquiescence in the compromise measures of 1850, 


| said, that among all true men, whether from the 
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North or from the South, there ought to be no 
diversity of opinion upon a question like that in- 
volved in the Nebraska bill. The public mind of 
the North had been shamefully abused by a per- 
version of the true issue involved in this question; 
fur it was not a question of slavery or no slavery 
in regard to the organization of these proposed 
Territories. 

The Missouri compromise, he maintained, was 
the first occasion upon which Congress assumed 
to exercise an act of original jurisdiction, the 
power of controlling the eXpansion of slavery 
within the territory of the United States, and of 
prescribing a limit beyond which the planter of 
the South should not emigrate with his property, 
recognized as such by the Constitution of the coun- 
try. From the adoption of that compromise up 
to the present hour, the people of the South—or 
perhaps he might, with more propriety, confine 
himself to his own State—the people of Virginia 
had never ceased to regard it as an exercise of le- 
gislative authority not warranted by the language 
or the spirit of the Constitution. a 

He then reviewed the provisions of the Nebras- 
ka-Kansas bill of the Senate, and replied to the ob- 
jections which had been urged against it by south- 
ern members, contending that the Badger proviso 
neither prohibited nor permitted slavery within 
these Territories, but left the entire subject to the 
people themselves. 

|The speech will be found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. CULLOM obtained the floor. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I ask my col- 


league to yield me the floor for a motion that the 


committee rise. 
Mr. CULLOM yielded for that purpose. 
Mr. STANTON. I submit the motion. 


The question was put, and the motion agreed to. 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman reported that the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 


had, according to order, had the Union generally 
under consideration, and particularly the bill of 
the House (No. 48) making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government 


for the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1855, 


| and had come to no resolution thereon. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I move thatthe House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. I ask the gentleman 
from Ohio to withdraw that motion, to enable me 
to introduce a bill merely for the purpose of ref- 
erence, 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. LANE then, by unanimous consent, intro- 


duced a bill ‘‘to aid the Territory of Minnesota 


and the State of Indiana to construct a railroad 
for military, postal, and other purposes;’’ which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. LANE, of Oregon. I ask the unanimous 


consent of the House to present a memorial from 


the Territorial Legislature of Oregon, asking Con- 


gress to pass a law to enable the people of that 
Territory to form a constitution and State govern- 
ment preparatory to its admission into the Union 
on an equal footing with the original States. 

There was no objection; and the memorial was 
received, referred to the Committee on Territories, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HIESTER. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The question was put, and the motion agreed 
to; and thereupon, 

Ata quarter past three o’clock, the House ad- 
journed until to-morrow at twelve o’clock, m. 

; 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespar, -Ipril 11, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Witutiam H. Mirsvrn. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read andapproved. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. MORTON presented two petitions of in- 
habitants of Gadsden county, Florida, praying 
the establishment of a mail route from Tallahassee 
to Ridleysville; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa, presented the petition 
of Charles Vinson, praying compensation for extra 
services as a clerk in the office of the Third Aud- 


| itor; which was referred to the Committee on 
| Claims. 
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REPORTS FROM A STANDING COMMITTEE. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of 
Rebecca Bright, praying a pension, submitted an 
adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

He alao, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Morris Powers, pray- 
ing a pension on account of disability incurred 
during the Mexican war, submitted an adverse 
report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. RUSK gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to provide for the trans- 
portation of the mails of the United States on 
railroads. 

BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. MASON, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to au- 
thorize the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company 
to extend their railroad to a point on the Potomac 
river, at or near the city of Washington; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia, 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
A message was received from the House of 


Representatives by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, | 


announcing that the Speaker had signed the fol- 
lowing enrolled bills: 

sill for the relief of Lyman N. Cook; 

Bill for the relief of Emelie Hooe, widow of 
Captain Hooe; 

sill for the relief of Hezekfah Johnson, of the 
town of Bridgewater, in the State of Vermont; 

Bill for the relief of Aaron Stafford; 

Bill to provide a pension for Silas Champion, 
of Genesee county, in the State of New York; 

sill for the relief of the executors of the late 
Lieutenant John E. Bispham; 

sill for the relief of Lemuel Hudson; 

Bill for the relief of James F. Green, of Penn- 
syivania; 

sill for the relief of Madison Parton; 

Bill to establish additional land districts in the 
Territory of Minnesota; and 

Bill for the relief of Alton Nelson. 


The above named bills were severally signed by 


the Presipent pro tempore. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. MORTON, it was 


Ordered, That the following memorials, &e., be with 
drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the sev 
eral committees as annexed: 

Memorial of John ‘Tucker—Committee on Claims. 

Petioon of Daniel Brister and others—Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. 

Petition of Charles G. Merchant—Committee on Military 
Affiirs, : 

Memorial of citizens of Appatachicola—Committee on 
Commerce. 

Petition of the heira of John 8. 
Revolutionary Claims, 

Petition of George Jennings—Committee on 
Land Claims. 

Pettion of the heirs of Christopher Hillary—Committee 
ov Revolutionary Claims. 

Petition of Sarah Flinn—Commnittee on Claims. 

Memorial of John P. Smith, administrator of Joshua B. 
Smith—Committee on Claims. 

Petition of William B. Davis—Committee on Claims. 

Petition of citizens of Marion and Nassau counties, Flor 
ida—Committee on Public Lands. 

Petition of David Osburn—Committee on Claims. 

Petition of Ellen H. Wood, heir of James Hall—Com- 
mittee on Kevolutionary Claims. 

Petition of James P. Lighthurne—Committee on Claims. 

Petition of the widow and children of Emanuel Munden, 
deceased—Committee on the Judiciary. 


Budd—Cemmittee on 


Private 


Petition of R. D. Battle, administrator of Isaac L. Battle, || 


deceased —Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Memorial of the heirs of Darius Garrason—Committee on 
Claims. 

Documents relating to tonnage duties on Spanish ves- 
sels—Committee on Commerce. 

Memorials in favor of increasing the salary of the United 


States district judge at Key West, Florida—Committee on | 


the Judiciary. 


On motion by Mr. BADGER, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Sally Bass, daughter of 
Charies Pasteur, deceased, be withdrawn from the files of 
the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claime. 7 


On motion by Mr. WALKER, it was 


Ordered, That the documents in relation to the claim of 
the Menomovee Indians be withdrawn from the files of the 
Senate, and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


J. W. KELLY’S MAIL CONTRACT. 


| on my motion. 
The PRESIDENT. The question is on the || 
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tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That she Postmaster General be requested to 
inform the Senate whether a contract entered into by the 
Post Office Department with J. W. Kelly in 1852, for the 
transpertation of the mail in steamers from Bainbridge, 
Georgia, to Appalachicola, Florida, has been annulled; and 
if so whea, aud for what reasous. 


ISAAC P. SIMONTON. 


Mr.STUART. Mr. President, on the last pri- 
vate bill day, | asked to havethe House bill for 
the relief of the legal representatives of Isaac P. 
Simonton laid on the table, with a view of offer- 
ing an amendment to it so as to include another 
I have been applied to very strongly by 
those interested, to waive that request, and | should 


case. 


like to have the Senate now take up the bill and | 


pass it without any amendment. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill as in Committee of the 
W hole. 

It proposes to appropriate $800 to the legal rep- 
resentatives of Isaac P. Simonton, on due and 
satisfactory proof being furnished that his claim 
for that sum, in schedule B, annexed to the treaty 
with the Saganaw band of Chippewa Indians, of 
the 14th of January, 1837, has regularly and legally 
descended to them, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. MASON. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of Executive business. 
Mr. BADGER. I hope the motion will not 
be agreed to. I had very humbly suggested to 


the Senate, two or three days ago, that I should | 
be very much obliged to them if they would take | 
up, in the morning hour, a bill which I reported || 


from the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MASON. If it involves debate I 
object to it. 

Mr. BADGER. Ido not know whether it will 
involve debate or not. I ask the Senate to take it 
up. I cannot remain here for the purpose of at- 
tending to it. 


must 


lam 


me. 


Mr. MASON. 


adhere to the motion. 
Mr. BADGER. I wish to have the bill taken 
up and passed. I donot wish to be heard upon it. 
Mr. BRIGHT. 
serious opposition to the bill of the Senator from 
North Carolina. It is a very important measure. 
The Senator from North Carolina is very anxious 


upon the subject, and so are many other Senators. | 
I hope the honorable Senator from Virginia will | 


not object to it. 

Mr. MASON. What is the bill? 

Mr. BRIGHT. It is one to extend the time 
for the collection of duties on railroad iron. It 
has been unanimously reported from the Com- 
mittee on Finance. If it leads toa lengthy debate, 
of course the Senator from North Carolina will 
not press it this morning. 

Mr. STUART. 
tor from Virginia would give the Senator from 
North Carolina an opportunity to be heard upon 
that bill. 

Mr. BADGER. 


Mr. STUART. 
have it passed this morning, I can assure him 


that, in my opinion, there is very little prospect | 
of it, 


Mr. BADGER. Let us try. 
Mr. MASON. 
motion made by the Senator from Virginia, to 


and the question must be first put upon that, for 
it is the first motion before the Senate. 


Mr.SEWARD. Before that question is put, | 


wish to say, that while [ have no disposition to 
embarrass the bill of the Senator from North Car- 


I believe | am as seldom outof my | 

| place as any other member of the Senate. 

scarcely ever absent from the city of Washington 
during the sessions of the Senate, and 1 had | 
thought that this little favor would be accorded to 


If the Senator desires to be | 
heard on his bill, [will cheerfully yield my motion; 
but if he wishes to have a debate on the bill, | must | 


I presume there can be no | 


I should be glad if the Sena- | 


I do not want to be heard | 
upon it; but | wish to have the bill passed. 


If the Senator thinks he can | 


I ask that the questig... be put | 


ey —— 


April 11, 
Pennsylvania ought to be heard, and I observe 
that no members from that Stateare here. | shall 
for that, if for no other reason, vote against actins 
upon that bill at this time. x * 

Mr. DOUGLAS. When that bill is taken yp 
I desire to offer an amendment to it in the shape 
of a substitute, and if we are to postpone it 
wish to have that proposition presented to the 
Senate for consideration. My impression is that 
it 1s So simple a question that the Senate will be 
ready to act upon it at — time, but I desire to 
present a substitute for the bill of the Senator from 
North Carolina. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, I will not presg 
any objection to this motion. 1 have never, since 
| have been in the Senate, refused to any gentle. 
man to give way for the purpose of transactins 
any business. I gave notice to the Senate last 

| week that I should be obliged to leave the city 
early this week, and that | should throw myself 
upon their indulgence to take up this bill on Mon. 
day. I gave way yesterday in the application 

/ which | intended to make, for the purpose of 
obliging the Senator from California, being always 
willing to postpone my own personal convenience 
to the convenience of any and every member of 
this body. I thought yesterday that the privilege 
of having this bill taken up would be accorded to 
me to-day withdutdifficulty; buta favor reluctantly 
conceded is nota favor. I therefore withdraw ail 
objection, and will give up the expectation of 
having the bill taken up. 

Mr. ADAMS. I wish to suggest to the Sena- 
tor from Virginia that we make the effort during 
the morning hour to see whether this bill can be 
disposed of; and, if it leads to discussion, the 
Senator from North Carolina will not press it to- 
day. I merely suggest that we had better take it 
up during the morning hour, with the understand- 
ing that if it is not disposed of during that hour it 
shall then be postponed, and we shall go into 
Executive session. I hope ‘this course will be 
pursued. 

Mr. MASON. Since I have had the honor of 
a seat on this floor, I have felt, doubtless, in com- 
mon with other Senators, under obligations to the 
Senator from North Carolina for the uniform 
example of courtesy which he has set us, and | 
certainly should be the last Senator to avoid the 
benefit of the example. I have done all that | 
could; I have said to that Senator that if he de- 
sired to be heard upon his bill I would, with great 
pleasure, yield my motion; but if he desires to 
take up the bill, which, as we have been informed, 
will lead to debate, and probably a protracted 
debate, [ am not at liberty, because of the condi- 
tion of the public business, to yield my motion. | 
ask, therefore, that we proceed to the considera- 
tion of Executive business. 

Mr. MASON called forthe yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered, and being taken, resulted— 
yeas 17, nays 23; as follows: 

YEAS—Messtrs. Allen, Bayard, Butler, Cass, Clay, Clay 
ton, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, Johnson, Mason, 
een. oe’ Sebastian, Seward, Slideil, Tuucey, and Wi- 
iams—ti. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Badger, Bell, Bright, 
Brown, CWvase, Douglas, Evans, Everett, Fessenden, Fish, 
Foot, Geyer, James, Jones of lowa, Pettit, Shields, Swart, 
Sumner, Wade, Walker, and Weller—23. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 


RAILROAD IRON. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill allowing a credit, 
fora limited period, for duties on railroad iron 
imported into the United States, reported from the 
Committee on Finance with an amendment. _ 

The original bill provides that a credit of five 
years shall be allowed on all unpaid bonds here- 
tofore given for duties on railroad iron imported 
into the United States, or the Territories thereo!, 
and on all bonds hereafter given for duties on rall- 
' road iron which shall be imported into the United 
States or the Territories, within the persod of two 
years from the passing of this act; if it shall be 
made to appear, to the satisfaction of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, that the railroad iron hss 


t , || been imported for the purpose of being laid down 
proceed to the consideration of Executive business; | 


on roads within the United States or the Ternito- 


|| ries thereof. 


The Committee on Finance reported the bill 
back with an amendment, in the form of a substi- 
tute, to strike out all after the enacting clause, and 


; ' || insert the following: 
Mr. MORTON submilted the following resolu- || olina, I think it is a bill upon which the State of || 


That the owner, importer, or consignee of any railroad 
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n, imported within the period of two years from and 


7 r the passage of this act, may declare, under oath, on 

entry thereof, that the said iron is exclusively designed 
: i intended to be used in the construction or repairs of a 
eos roads within the United States, or the Territories 
; of. and the said iron shall be entered for warehousing, 
- .s be withdrawn, in any quantity not less than one 
> “ on due entry for that purpose to be used as aforesaid, 
at “ y time within five years from the date of importation, 


ent for such charge for storage as may have accrued 
|: Provided, That the owner, importer, or con 
shall, with one or more sureties, to the satisfaction 
eehe collector of the customs at the port of entry, be 
a hound to the United Statesin double the amount of 
; duties thereon to pay the legal duties and charges on 
cad iron, with interest thereupon at the rate of six per 
te ner annum until paid, on or before the expiration of 
ee vears, from and after the date of importation, and to 
ich within that period proof, to the satisfaction of the 
cuontary of the Treasury, that the iron so bonded and 
Ss ohile swn has been actually used in the construction or re 
a 2 a read or roads, as aforesaid; andif such satisfac 
if shall not be so furnished within the period afore 
said. the whole penal sum named in said bond shal! be for 
filed and paid to the United States: “And provided further, 
That if the tron bonded and withdrawn from warehouse as 
: aid, shall, at any time within the said period of five 
“ ara. be used for any other purpose than the construction 
( 
r 


mv 


road or roads within the United States, or the Territo- 
ereof, the whole penalty of the bond shall be at once 
{ ted to the United States, which forfeiture may be en 
forced by due process of law in any court of competent 
jgrisdichon. 
* Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the owner, im- 
porter, Or consignee of any railroad iron now in warehouse 
ender bond may, at any time within the period allowed by 
existing provisions of law for such iron te remain in ware- 
house, file with the collector of the customs having the 
the 
1 


i 


varve and custody of the tron, the declaration, and execute 
yond prescribed in the first section of this act, where 
pon the bond given on the original! entry shall be canceled, 
e said owner, importer, or consignee, shall become 
»ytitled to all the privileges and be subject to all the require 
nts, conditions, and penalties specified in this act: Pro 
_ That wheré@a railroad is wholly owned by a State, 
other security shall be required than a bond binding the 
erty in said road for the payment of the duties as herein 
ibed; and in all cases those representing the railroad 
elect to give either the personal security above men 
.oralien upon the railroad and its property at their 


easure 


} 
' 


s 3. And beit further enacted, That before the owner, 
importer, or consignee of such railroad iron shall be eutitied 
to benefit of this act, the president and directors of the 


road or reads, for which the benefits of this act are claimed, 
shall enter into an agreement to transport the mails of the 
United States, upon the terms and conditions now pre 
scribed by law. 


Mr. ADAMS. 
portion ofthe bill which forfeits double the amount 
ofthe duty. It will be perfectly useless to make 
such a provision, if any unforseen event should 
occur,and thecompany could not pay the amount 
to recover double the amount as is proposed by 
the bill. In such a case it seems to me that Con- 
gress would release it. I think the provision for 
the payment of the debt and interest 1s amply suf- 
ficient. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will state to the Senator 
from Mississippi that | havean amendment which 
I design to offer to the substitute of the commit- 
tee, and which, if it meets with his approbation, 
will dispense with the necessity for his amend- 
ment 

Mr. ADAMS. 
ment. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The substitute that | offer 
is to this effect: instead of giving a credit on rail- 
road iron for a limited time, we suspend the duty 
on railroad iron until the Ist of July, 1857; be- 


Then 1 withdraw the amend- 


I move to strike out all that | 


cause if you givea credit | am not certain that | 


you render any substantial assistance to the rail- 
road interest under the bill. You will have an 
uncertain debt suspended over the company in, 
perhaps, the expectation that Congress may remit 
the penalties and duties when they become due, 
withoutany certainty of such remission. You tell 
the railroad companies, therefore, to be ready to 
meet a debt when they hope not to be required to 
meet it; and Lam afraid you neither benefit the 
l'reasury nor the railroad interest of the country 
by @ proposition of that kind. We have now a 
surplus of money in the Treasury. We havea 
larger revenue than we desire. It is our duty, 
if we intend porgeeyy to reduce the revenue within 
the necessary demands of the Government, to 
adopt some such measure as this. Between this 
and 1857 I do not think we shall need the revenue 
arising from importation of railroad iron. | know 
of no item upon which you can take off the reve- 
hue with greater facilities and advantages to the 
Ereat material interests of the country than upon 
this item. For that reason | propose, instead of 
giving a credit of five years, that we suspend the 
Cates until the first day of July, 1857. Then, 


When the period expires, the duty is again to be | 


‘ 
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levied as it now exists without any other legisla- 
tion, unless Congress in the mean time determine 
to extend or changeit. The substitute which I 
offer provides for this and for nothing else. It is 
to strike out of the substitute reported from the 
committee, all after the word ‘“‘that,’’ and insert 
the following: 


Where it shall be satisfactorily proved to the Secretary 
of the Treasury that any railroad iron imported since the 
first day of July, 1853, and prior to the passage of this act, 
for the purpose of being applied to the construction or re 
pair of any railroad, has been actually laid down on any 
railroad, he shall allow a drawback of the duties on such 
railroad iron, solaid down, or if the duties shall have been 
actually paid, he shall refund the same to the company or 
party thus laying down said iroa. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That so much of any 
law now in force, as inposes a duty on imported railroad 
iron, be suspended from and after the passage of this act, 
until the I-t day of July, 1857; and no duties or revenue 
shall be collected on railroad iron from foreign countries 
prior to the said Ist day of July, 1857: Provided, however, 
That at the time of such importation, the importers shall 
execute to the United States a bond, with such sureties and 
such penalties as the Secretary of the Treasury shall direct, 


to be approved by said Secretary, conditioned that said iron | 


is bona fide imported forthe purpose of being used for rails 
far railroads, and for no other purpose, and to be laid down 
and actually used by the person or coinpanies so importing 
the same, within two years from the time of importation, 
and upon due proof furnished to the said Secretary of the 
Treasury that said iron has been so laid down and used, the 
said bonds shall be given up and canceled: 4nd provided, 
further, That no iron shall be considered as railroad iron, 
within the meaning of this act, except such as is prepared 
to be laid down as rails upon railroads, without further 
manufacture. 


Mr. WALKER. There isa case for which the 
bill, as reported by the committee, provides, which 
1 do not think ts provided for by the amendment 
of the Senator from Iilifiois. It is that contained 
in the second section of the committee’s amend- 
ment, where an importation has already taken 
place, and bonds have been given. 
that those cases shall have some relief. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will state to the Senator 
that the proposition which | make provides for 
all importations since the first of July last. 

Mr. BADGER. Allowing a drawback of the 
duties. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Giving a drawback of duties; 
otherwise it might operate injuriously on import- 
ations made within a short time past. 

Mr. BADGER. I desire to say that I very 
decidedly prefer the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Illinois to the substitute reported by 
me from the Committee on Finance. I think it 
has every recommendation, and | do not see that 
it can lead to any material debate, In the first 
place, it applies to ratlroad iron which is to be 
used for rails, and to no other species of railroad 
iron. In the next place, it applies to that railroad 
iron which is imported in such a condition as that 
it can be laid down without further manufacture. 
In the third place, it proposes a suspension for 
three years of the acts of Congress levying duties, 
and by giving ita retroactive effect, 1 becomes, 
in fact, the proposition which the Senator from 


It provides 


, Illinois submitted last Congress giving a suspen- 


| great and important enterprise. 


sion of these duties on railroad iron. 

{ think it has manifold advantages. In the first 
nlace, as he has said, our revenue is now ample. 
To give a credit, in the terms proposed by the 
substitute, upon the importer or company giving 
bonds for the payment of the amount of duties and 
interest, is to give nothing to the company except 
the mere delay of payment; but under the provi- 
sions of the Senator’s amendment there will be a 
real, beneficial encouragement extended to this 
There is scarcely 
a possibility that within three years the Govern- 
ment will need the revenue derived from the duties 
on railroad iron, for any of the purposes of the 
Government. Confining the suspension to that 
short period, we may be sure that no injury will 
be doné to the Government; and if in the mean 
time any change shall take place which makes it 
necessary that the Government shall receive the 
advantage of revenue upon imported railroad iron, 
as the Senator from Illinois has said, we will have 
nothing to doat the exptration of the time; but the 
duties will be levied as if this act had not passed.’ 

It seems to me, with the Treasury overflowing, 
that this is as small a benefit as Congress can be 


expected to extend to these great enterprises all , 


over the country, which tend so much to the pros- 
perity, not only of individual portions, but to the 
advancement, the connection, the cultivation of in- 
tercourse, the exchange of commodities, and the 
establishment of good feeling, and of united, patri- 
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otic friendship among the different members of 
this great confederacy. | hope that my friend, the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance, {| Mr. 
Hunrer,} will have no objection to this amend- 
ment, but that he will prefer it to the substitute 
reported by the direction of the committee. 

Mr. HUNTER. In regard to this bill, I vote 
under instructions, I regard the proposition of- 
fered as an amendment by the Senator from [h- 
nois, as nearer to the instructions than the other; 
and | incline to think that it is a good financial 
expedient, as our revenue is greater than the 
wants of the Government demand. 

Mr. SEWARD. I wish to ask the honorable 
Senator from Virginia, as chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Finance, whether he cun give me a 
general idea of how much the revenue derived 
from the duties on railroad iron amounts to? 

Mr. HUNTER. The duty on railroad iren, 
manufactured, rolled, or otherwise, is about 
$4,600,000. 

Mr. SEWARD. 1 suppose that is correct. | 
have ‘not now access to the tables to verify it. I 
shall not now detain the Senate by discussing this 
subject as fully as I intended todo. The propo- 
sition offered by the Senator from Illinois is simi- 
lar to the one which he offered at the last session, 
and which was withdrawn. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. It was withdrawn not be- 
cause of objection to it, but because it was deemed 
improper to attach it to a general appropriation 
bill. 

Mr.SEWARD. If the honorable Senator from 
North Carolina (Mr. Bapcer] will introduce a bill 
giving credit for, or even suspending the duties 
upon the railroad iron imported for thecompletion 
of the railroad in that State which he has espe- 
cially under his care, | will vote for it with the 
greatest pleasure in the world. [ will do so, be- 
cause | think that a very necessary,a very useful, 
and a very great work; and | think that theregion 
of country where itis to be made, requires and 
ought to receive such a favor at the hands of Con- 
gress. lam free to say that | would vote for that 
as an exception to the general law which is now in 
force; but | cannot agree with the general policy 
now proposed. The proposition of the Senator 
from Illinois {Mr. Deveras}] is to remit the duties 
on railroad iron forthree years. I think that worse, 
in one respect, than to remit them indefinitely; be- 
cause it will, for the future, render everything, in 
regard to the manufacture of railroad iron in this 
country, uncertain and unreliable. 

It will, so far as it goes, discourage the estab- 
lishment of manufactories for the making of rail- 
road tron; and will probably have the same effect 
now as if the measure were the abolition of the 
duties on railroad iron altogether. Then, soon 
after we shall have got into this period of three 
years, those who are interested in the construction 
of railroads, and those who are interested in the 
manufacture of railroad iron in this country, will 


be brought to the consideration of the question of 


what will probably be the action of Congress— 
whether they will, at the expiration of& the time, 
remove the duties altogether, or whether they will 
suffer them to be restored? Here will be a field 
of perplexing and dangerous speculation, amount- 
ing almost to gambling on the policy of the coun 
try. 
I think, therefore, that the proposition is ob- 
jectionable on the ground that it introduces uncer- 
tainty into the financial system of the Government, 
so far as it operates upon the imporiation and on 
the manufacture of railroad iron—great and exten- 
sive interests in this country. Again, I do not 
see that because there is, at this moment, a sur- 
plus in the Treasury of the United States, we are 
able to say with confidence that it would be safe 
to reduce our revenues at this particular juncture. 
Sir, this is a moment of great interest and fever- 
ish anxiety throughout the commercial world 
We cannot contemplate the aspect which Europe 
oresents, without seeing that there is to he, in ail 
Dloae probability, a general war pervading the 
continent of Europe, and reaching even into the 
continent of Asia. We see that avast amount of 
capital in Europe has already been begun to be 
withdrawn from its accustomed investment:, and 
converted into loans for the support of the armies 
aud navies of belligerent nations. We see tha 
loans have been made by France, by ‘Turkey, and 
by Austria; and that loans are attempted to be 
i made by Russia. We know, also, that England 
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is to be a party to that war—a leading party;-and | 
that funds to a large amount will be immediately | 
required by her to carry on its operations, ‘The 
very shadow of these events has produced a panic 
in all commercial circles on the continent. Stocks 
have already fallen on the Bourse, in Paris, and 
on the Exchange, in London. Our own stocks 
have also become depreciated, and are quoted at 
nominal prices; and they are returning upon us. 
Whatever may be the final result, and its bear- 
ing upc the interests of this country, we see that | 
the country feels already the approach of a crisis. 
Good, well-established stocks have fallen within 
the last week in the expectation of the commence- 
ment of war in Europe from five to seven per cent., 
and the fall, itis thought by many, has only just 
begun. Not only is this seen, but there are also 
the indications of the commencement of a com- 
mercial revulsion, We have been sending from 
the eastern States to San Francisco large quanti- 
ties of flour, and of implements of agriculture, and 


of those for mining, and I have observed, within | 


a few days past, that vessels have returned from 
thence freighted with their own outgoing freights, 
instead of gold, and that that is producing de- 
rangement in our Pacific region. The effect of | 
this will be a similar derangement elsewhere to a | 
greater or less extent. 

Now, although we have a surplus revenue, and 
have had for a few years past, no one can say that 


the imports of the next three years will exceed the | 
On the contrary, those | 
who will take the pains to examine, will find that | 
the imports have already sensibly diminished since | 
the shadow of this European war fell upon us, | 


wants of the Treasury. 


We are then to have, in all probability, for a time, 
a reduction of the imposts and duties. 
therefore, seems to me just the worst time in which 
to depart from the system which we have been 
pursuing in regard to the revenue. 

In the next place, if it were true that it were 


perfectly safe to reduce our revenues, | have heard 


no argument to satisfy me that the iron interest is 


that interest which ought to bear the entire reduc- | 
It seems to me to bean entire departure | 
from every principle of equity to make the reduc- | 
tion bear on this single interestalone. But, again, | 
if this reduction of revenue is conceived to be safe, | 


tion. 


upon what basis can we reckon that, during the 
next three years, we shall not have occasion, at | 
home, for all the revenue which we can collect ? 

If we are to constructa railroad, or aid in thecon- | 
struction of a railroad to the Pacific ocean, we 

shall need, after the liberal gratuities of the public | 
lands which have been given to other roads, to | 
fortify the Treasury—to replenish and keep it full | 


instead of reducing its stores. Thus, if this prop- | 


osition proceeds upon the ground that we are to 


remain at peace, it seems to me very objection. | 


able. But who knows how long we are to be able 
to keep, as a party, out of the convulsion which 
is coming on in the nations of Europe? I think | 
no one can say that our neutral rights are so sure 
to be respected by the belligerents in Europe, that | 
we shall net become, if not an active party, at least | 
a party 80 far as to render it necéssary to use our 
military and naval power for the protection of the 
rights of our citizens and their commerce. In | 
every point of view, therefore, which I can take | 
of this subject, it seems to be unwise. 

There is but one other remark which I wish to 
present now; I see here a proposition for the aid | 
and support of all the railroads in the United | 
States. I believe that, in regard tothe one which | 
has caused this measure to be brought before us, | 
it is reasonable and just in a limited degree; but | 
I do not know why, because a railroad in North | 
Carolina is in need of this aid, the capitalists of | 
Boston, the capitalists of New York, or the capi- | 
talists of Philadelphia, who are engaged with ade- | 
quate means in the construction of railroads, as | 
largely and as extensively as is consistent with the | 
general interests of society, so as to avoid a de- 
rangement of the whole business of the country, 
ought also to receive this boon at our hands, and 
at the cost of the other interests of the country. 
On these grounds I am not willing to vote for the | 
bill. 

Mr. STUART. I had examined the bill and | 
substitute reported frag the Committee on Fi- 
nance, and was perfectly satisfied that it was one 
which I could not support. How it may be in | 
respect to the proposition submitted by the Sena- | 
tor from Illinois, I really do not feel prepared to |, 


This, | 
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say. It must be obvious to every Senator that | 
the subject proposed is one of vast importance, | 
Il think there are points | 


in every point of view. 
of importance involved in it which perhaps are 


vreater than at first blush would strike the mind | 
J confess the more I think | 


of almost any man. 
of the subject, the more magnitude it seems to 
possess; and, therefore, I suggest the propriety of 
postponing the consideration of the subject until 
to-morrow, so that we may have the amendment 


proposed by the Senator from Illinois printed and | 
before us, and see very clearly what it is that we | 


are about to do. 
Mr. HUNTER. 


I will state at this point that | have received a 


letter from one of the Senators from Pennsylva- | 


nia, stating his anxiety to be here when this sub- 
ject is considered. 


fore prevented, 


Mr. STUART. 


table. 


and that the amendment of the Senator from Illi- 
nois be printed. 

Mr. WELLER. I hope the motion of the 
Senator from Michigan will meet with no objec- 
lion. 
this question to represent and defend the interests 
of their State. Either of them is able to do so; 


postponing the consideration of the question until 
to-morrow, when one of them may be here. 

Mr. BADGER. I desire to say, that I have 
not the slightest objection to the motion of the 
Senator from Michigan. 
ment printed by to-morrow, and one of the Sena- 
tors from Pennsylvania will be here by that time. 
I will then ask the Senate to take uprthe bill—not 
with any desire to press it to the exclusion of every 
other business, or to give it any undue advantage; 
but with the view of having the sense of the Sen- 
ate upon it. 

Mr. RUSK. I should like, if it would be as 
convenient to the Senator from North Carolina, 
to have the bill postponed for a longer period. I 
have given notice, this morning, of my intention 
to ask leave to introduce a bill which shall cover 
the ground proposed by this bill, as well as pro- 
vide permanently for the transportation of the 
mails. It is a subject which ought to be acted 
upon promptly. ‘These railroad companies now 
carry the mails or not, as they choose; and it 
seems to me to be very important, in any action 
taken apon the subject of reducing the duties on 
iron, or taking them off altogether, that we should 
make some provision further than this bill doesin 
relation to the transportation of the mails. The 
truth is the Department is now at the mercy of 
the railroads. There is a quarrel existing at this 
time between them. I have not looked into the 
matter, and do not pretend to say which is right; 
but certainly it is very desirable that we should 
make some provision which shall apply to those 
railroads that are in existence, as well as to all those 
which shall hereafter be constructed, by which 
confusion in regard to the mails may be avoided, 
and at the same time diminish the great expense 
attendant upon their transportation, under the 
present system. 

I will state briefly, and in general terms, what I 
shall propose to do by the bill of which I have 
given notice. 

It is this; To authorize any company owning 
any road which has been completed, or such as 
may be hereafter constructed, that will enter into 
contracts with the Postmaster General to trans- 
port forever, free of charge, the mails upon their 


roads, under such rules as Congress or the Post- 


master General may prescribe, to import all iron 
necessary for the construction, repairs, or relay- 
ing their roads, free of duty. I shal! propose, 
also, to go still further. Railroads are being car- 
ried forward with great rapidity. { have voted 
for all the bills granting alternate sections to such 
roads. [expect to vote for all that may ask for 
grants hereafter. But itis evident, fromthe action 
of Congress for the last two or three sessions, 


If the Senator will allow me, | 


He expected to be here last | 
night, but was attacked with sickness, and there- | 


I was only intending to add, | 
that a subject of this importance should not be | 
acted upon—lI submit to the Senate—on an amend- | 
ment which we have merely heard read from our | 
I therefore move that the further consider- | 
ation of the subject be postponed until to-morrow, | 


The Senators from Pennsylvania desire on | 


Wecan have the amend- | 


. 
__ April U1, 
applied very partially. It will be of no 
benefit; for, notwithstanding the great facilities 
with which such bills pass the Senate, they un 
formly fall in the House of Representatives: «, 
that in place of being of general benefit, it perhane 
tends to create ill-feeling in different sections . 
the country. One section is more fortunate in eet. 
ting railroad bills through than another; and 
consequently creates jealousy, distrust, and i!]-feg), 
ing, which interfere with legislation. | propose— 
in the bill which I have not yet matured, but of 
which | have given notice this morning—in addi, 
tion to authorizing the construction of. roads to 
grant to all railroad companies who shall enter into 
contracts for carrying the mails on the terms | 
have indicated, and who shal! construct a gy). 
stantial double track, six sections of land to the 
mile, out of the public lands of the United States 
I think that by some such policy as this, we shaij 
make a great saving of expense to the Govern. 
ment, facilitate and promote the construction of 
roads, and greatly diminish the risk of human life 
by procuring the building of double tracks, 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. Forall roads? 
Mr. RUSK. Yes, sir, all roads in the United 
States; so as to make it ageneral bill. That was 
_my idea upon the subject, and I should be glad to 
have time to present my plan before taking a final 
| vote upon this bill. 


Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, the plan sug. 
gested by my friend from Texas is a very large 


£eneral 


|| one; and I do not know but that when he brings 
| it forward, I shall be entirely in favor of it; but | 
but both of them are confined by indisposition, | 
and neither of them is able to be here to-day; and | 
therefore I think there is a peculiar propriety in | 


hope he will not embarrass this bill with it. The 

bill is, by no means, necessarily eonnected with 

his proposed plan. They are independent meas. 

ures, and each may be adopted, or one may be 
| adopted without the other, so far as I see, with- 
| out any necessary inconvenience. 

I have no objection, as I have already stated, to 
the postponment of this bill until to-morrow; be- 
cause I think it is fair to the Senate, and I think 

| it is fair to the absent Senators from Pennsylvania; 
| but if this subject is to be postponed long, so far 
/as the State which I represent is concerned, it will 
| be a matter of very little importance whether the 
| bill passes or not. 
aw, sir, my own position is this: I have al- 
| ways believed both in the power of Congress, by 
, duties, to protect the domestic industry of this 
country, and in the expediency of Congress exer- 
cising that power within reasonable guards; or, as 
General Jackson expressed it, | have always been, 
at least for many years past, in favor of a “ judi- 
| cious tariff;’’ and it has never been my fortune yet 
to meet with any manin or out of Congress who 
was not. But, sir, I confess, if the only opera- 
| tion of a ** judicious tariff ’’ is to impose burdens 
upon a State that scarcely ever receives anything 
from the country; and if the effect of that system 
|is to postpone the consideration of a small bill, 
| which proposes no exclusive benefit to that sec- 
tion of the country, but is, as it ought to be, im- 
partially applicable to the whole country, | shall 
| begin to doubt very seriously whether a “ judi- 
| cious tariff’’ is a judicious thing to be supported 


|| by a representative of North Carolina. 


| I hope, sir, that we will take up and dispose of 
| the pending measure before the Senate. It is not 
complex in its details. It is easily understood. 
Its application and effect no one can misunder- 
stand. If the Senate is in favor of it, I hope it 
will be passed. If the Senate is opposed to it, | 
shall enter no complaints; I shall submit, as | 
ought to do, with most perfect acquiescence in its 
determinations on the subject; but [ beg that my 
friend from Texas will not complicate this little 
matter about suspending the duties on railroad iron 
_ with the large scheme for the Post Office which he 
proposes to bring forward. ; 
Mr. PRATT. I hope my honorable friend 
from North Carolina will consent to a postpone 
ment to a longer day than the one which has been 
designated. He says that a postponement for® 
longer period would result in depriving the rail- 
road in his State of the benefits which he pro- 
poses to result from this bill. I cannot see that 
that will be so; because, if the substitute which 





has been offered by the Senator from Illinois be 
adopted, I apprehend, inasmuch as it not only 
releases all iron hereafter to be imported, but also 
iron which has been imported since the first © 
July last, the Senator’s railroad will not be de 





that the system of grants, if applied at all, will be |! prived of the benefits which this bill proposes '° 
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confer. : 
1 ence. it will have no effect upon the road. 


Now, sir, the State of Pennsylvania, unrepre- 
ented at this moment on the floor of the Senate, 
is the State most deeply interested in the question 
u¢ depriving the iron interest of the protection 
forded by the duty proposed to be taken off; and 
perhaps the little State of Maryland is the one 
‘xtmost interested. My colleague (Mr. Pearce] 
‘away; he has been called home by indisposition 
in his family. Both of the Senators from Penn- 
a venia are absent from their seats because of 
«disposition. Then [ submit to the Senate 
whether, when there is no possible necessity for 
nressing the subject to immediate decision, it 
would not be just to ge it until those States 
are fully represented upon this floor? I hope, 
therefore, that the Senator from North Carolina, 
who is obliged to go home, will consent to a post- 
nonement until after he shall have returned; and 
j will propose Monday week, instead of to-mor- 
as the day to which this bill shall be post- 


row, 
yoned. 

Mr. President, the remarks of the honorable 
Senator from New York well deserve theattention 
of the Senate and of thecountry. Weare upon the 
verge of a great commercial crisis. Every one 
must see it. We have had laid upon our tables 
within a few days past, in reply to a resolution of 
a Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bropueap,] | 
now absent, a statement of the indebtedness on 
the part of this country to European capitalists, 
and | find that it is $222,225,315. This amount 
is already due to foreigners by the companies and 
people of this country in railroad bonds for rail- 
road iron, and on other securities. We know 
that these railroad bonds are falling in the market. | 
The effect of the crisis in Europe has been to send | 
them back here for sale, and you find that every | 


one of this ee of securities is going down || 


in the market. apprehend that it will not re- | 
quire stimulants for the purpose of having an | 
increase of railroads, but that the true policy of | 


the country at this time is to do nothing at any || 


rate which shall stimulate the different sections of 
the country in increasing the number of these | 
roads. If these two hundred and twenty-two mil- 
lions of our securities held abroad be brought back 
here for sale in our market, every one must see | 
that it will bring about a commercial crisis, such 

as has not been known in the country for half a | 
century—such certainly as has not been expe- 
rienced within the last twenty or thirty years. 

At any rate, sir, the subject is certainly one of 
sufficient importance to entitle it to mature con- | 
sideration. It should therefore be postponed, and 
the amendments should be printed, that every one | 


may be enabled to see their bearing, and their fall || 


bearing. We should have the proposition of the 
Senator from Texas [Mr. Rusk] before us, so 
that if anything is to be done, we may see what 


can be done with the least injury to that great class || 


of the community, the iron interest of this coun- | 
try; and, at the same time, if we are bound to 
benefit these corporations, that we may do so. 

For myself, on looking at this subject, I cannot 
see why the Government of the United States 
should be bound to contribute $4,000,000 annually 
to the large capitalists, who have engaged their 
means, for the purpose of making money by the 
construction of railroads in the different sections 
of this country. That is the bald proposition, | 
stripped of everything which surrounds it, and 
you are to disturb your tariff and to strike down 
the greatest interest protected by it, for the pur- 
pose of giving that amount of money to the capi- 
talists engaged in this particular adventure! 

[hope my proposition to postpone this bill until | 
next Monday week, will be acceeded to by the Sen- 
ate, ifnot by the Senators who have this bill imme- 
diately in charge. By that time, we may hope to | 
Have present, both my colleague and the Senators | 
from Pennsylvania, and we shallthen understand | 
better than we do now what is to be the effect of | 
this measure, and its results upon the country, 
and particularly upon the great interest at which 
it certainly strikes in some degree; at least to the | 
extent of the protection afforded by the imposi- | 
tion of an annual duty of over $4,000,000. 
onan proposition of the Senator from Illinois 
7 ins another feature which, as it was read, 

ruck me to be rather singular in its effect. It 
oes not only to take off the duty on iron to 


THE 


Then, whether it pass now or a month \| is to have a retroactive effect, and the Govern- 
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ment is to refund the duties paid upon all such 
iron imported since the Ist of July last. If that 
is to be the policy of the country—if we are to 
give to capitalists who have not yet completed 
these works the money which they have paid to 
the Government as import duties on iron for their 
particular roads—how, I ask, can we refuse to 
give to the capitalists of your State, sir, and of 
mine, who have completed their roads, the duties 
which they have paid for the railroad iron used on 
those roads? This is a bounty to capitalists; and 
L ask, in justice and fairness, why those who 
have made a road from this city to Baltimore, and 
a road from Baltimore to the Ohio river, without 
| which many of these other roads would be com- 
paratively useless, and those who have made other 
roads which have been completed, and the invest- 
ments in which have been entirely unproductive, 
should not have returned to them the amount of 
duties which they paid? Those who are now be- 
ing engaged in the construction of these roadsare, 
according to this proposition, to have returned to 
them the duties which they may have paid since 
July last! Itisanarbitraryrule. Why it should 


|, be July [do not know, except that that time suits 


some particular road, or particular class of roads. 
And why it should not as well be July, 1850, as 
July, 1853, 1 do not know. 

Mr. President, this is certainly a subject which 
requires more consideration than can be bestowed 
upon it this morning; and I do hope that theSen- 
ate will concur in having it postponed till Monday 

| week. 

Mr. WELLER. Mr. President, I think it is 
very evident, from the discussion this morning, 
that it will be impossible to dispose of this ques- 
tion now. I do not think it ought to be disposed 
of without a full investigation. Why, sir, it isa 
proposition to give $4,000,000 per annum to the 
railroad companies in the United States; and that 
my friend from North Carolina calls a very || 
‘‘small’”’ thing. He said he hoped my friend || 
from Texas would not embarrass this ‘*little’’ 
_ bill of his with any proposition growing out of | 

the carrying of the mails of the United States. | 
| Sir, it seems to me this is a very important meas- | 
|ure. Itis a proposition to take $4,000,000 out of 
the Treasury and give that to railroad companies 
now organized in the United States, thus enabling 
them to compete successfully with other compa- 
nies who have constructed their roads, and have 
paid full duties upon their iron! Thatstrikes me, 
at first blush, as unjust. There are many rail- 
roads in the United States which have been com- 
pleted for years, and are now in successful oper- 
ation; and there are companies being organized for | 
the purpose of constructing roads along the same 
lines, intended to compete with them; and you 
propose that the companies now being organized 
shall import into the United States their iron free 4 
of duty. This, it seems to me, would be an act 
of injustice to those who have already constructed 
roads after having paid the duties exacted by law. 

But, sir, there is another question which should 
weigh with us. You are to look to the manufac- 
tories which have been established in the United | 
States for the manufacture of railroad iron. I de- 
sire to have an opportunity of ascertaining what 
will be the effect of abolishing the duties on rail- 
road iron on the manufactories whieh have been 
established in this country. It does seem to me, 
| on the first blush, that the effect must be to strike 

down all those manufacturers of our own who 
| have invested their capital in this particular branch 
of industry. But I have not turned my attention 
to this point. I trust, however, the bill will not 
be allowed to pass without full investigation— 
_ without our knowing exactly what we are doing 
—how it will affect not only the rights and inter- 
ests of capitalists who have completed theirroads, 
but how far it will affect the interests of the capi- 
talists of the country who have invested their 
money in the manufacture of railroad iron. 
| A short time since I indicated a wish that this 
j 
| 
| 


uestion ought to go over in order that the two 
enators who feel a particular interest in it 
should have an opportunity of being heard. They | 
are understood to represent the iron interest of | 
| this country, and I desire that they shall be fully 
| heard, not only for my own satisfaction, but for 
| the satisfaction of others, who may be, unfortu- 
| nately, as ignorant of the true effect of this measure 


* imported for railroad purposes hereafter, but it || as 1 am. All that I desire to say to-day is, that 


—_—_— 


| this strikes me, at first, blush as an unjust thing— 


| time very much embarrassed. 


i turers. 


| of railroad iron in this country. 
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asa measure which is calculated to build up a 
particular set of companies at the expense of others, 
and that it will have an effect upon your Treasury 
to diminish your receipts some four or five mil- 
lions of dollars per annum. 1! do not know how 
you propose to dispose of the surplus revenue 
which you collect; but, in my judgment, there will 
be ample opportunities presented in the next four 
or five years for the investment of every dollar of it 
wisely and beneficially. 


Mr. PRATT. [ ask for the yeas and nays on 
my motion. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. BELL. Mr. President, I concur with 
those Senators who have expressed the opinion 
that this is a subject of too much importance to be 
considered and disposed of in one, two, or even 
three mornings. I am of opinion, however, that 
something ought to be done in relation to the sub- 
ject-matter of this bill. In the section of country 
which I represent there is a very large interest 
connected with the construction of railroads— 
railroads not being constructed by large capital- 
ists, but many of which are dependent upon the 
subscriptions of farmers and planters on the lines 
of those roads. Since the great rise in the price 
of labor, as well as of iron, some of those compa- 
nies who commenced their works under fair aus- 
pices, and with the expectation of completing 
them without difficulty, find themselves at this 
Now, although 
the Southwest has a considerable interest in the 
iron manufacture, | am not aware that any of the 
capitalists engaged in that business in that re- 


| gion have any disposition to engage in the manu- 


facture of railroad iron. Nevertheless, | think a 
more general view ought to be taken of this sub- 
ject than any one which is confined to any par- 
ticular locality or interest—to one or more States. 


| There is one consideration connected with this 


subject which ought to be weighed before we can 
determine wisely upon it, which I think has not 
yet been suggested by any gentleman. 

In the present state of the Treasury, the finan- 
cial question connected with this measure—-the 
question of how much would be subtracted by it 
from the present means of the Government, or its 
prospective revenue in reference to any immediate 
future before us, or in regard to what may be the 
condition of Europe—is not so important, in my 


| judgment, as another question; | mean a question 


connected with the manufacture of railroad iron 
in this country. 

A very intelligent gentleman of my own State, 
the president of one of the companies which finds 
itself somewhat embarrassed by the circumstances 
to which I have already alluded, forwarded to me 
some time ago a memorial asking Congress to sus- 
pend the collection of the duty on railroad iron 
until a limited time after the roads now being con- 


| structed should be put into operation. Ina private 
| communication to me, he went into the reasoning 


on which the prayer of that memorial was founded. 
No one of the company of which he is the president 
is atall interested in theiron manufacture; but taking 
a larger view of the subject, and looking to thein- 


| terest of all sections of the country, and the railroad 


interest generally, his conclusion against the re- 


| peal of duty on railroad iron seemed to me to be 
| well supported. The prayer of the memorial was 
| to suspend the collection of the duty until three 


years after the road should go into operation. He 
was of the — that suspension would proba- 
bly be more beneficial to the railroad interest than 


| the repeal of the duty. 


Sir, | confess that his reasoning made an impre- 
sion upon upon mymind. He contended—and it 


| struck me forcibly—that if you repeal the duty 
| entirely, you place the whole railroad interest, so 


far as it 1s connected with the price of railroad 
iron, within the control of the English manufac- 
He was persuaded that the repeal of the 
duty would be followed by the immediate suspen- 
sion of the works now engaged in the manufacture 
The English 
manufacturers, seeing this result—seeing that the 
suspension of these works, and the withdrawal of 
capital from them, would ina year or two advance 
their prices; so that the full amount deducted from 
the present price of railroad iron in this country 
by the repeal of the duty would probably be more 
than balanced by the increased price of railroad 
iron in England. 
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Well, sir, since receiving that communication, 
I have taken occasion to converse with gentlemen 
who are far better informed on this subject than 
myself, and they concur in the sentiment that it 
will be impossible for the manufacturers of rail- 
road iron m the United States to compete success- 
fully with the Eogbsh manufacturers, if the exist- 
ing duty is repealed, The moment it is under- 
stood that the exivting duty is to be repealed or 
suspended, manufacturers will close their busi- 
neces, and look about for some other employment 
of their capttal and labor; they will consider their 
investments for the present as a total loss, as the 
larger portion of their machinery is not fit to be ap- 
plied to the manufacture of any other description of 
iron. Now, sir, as | understand, about eighty thou- 
sand tons of railroad iron are now annually manu- 
fuctured in the United States, being nearly or quite 
one fourth the whole consumption, ‘Taking the 
average of the last few years, this is, perhaps, 
not quite one fourth; but certainly eighty thou- 
sand tons per annum is a very considerable pro- 
portion of the railroad iron used in the United 
If we suppose that the consumption of 
this article in this country amounts annually to 
$15,000,000 in value, then the importations of it 
would amount to about $12,000,000,and the manu- 
facture in this country, one fourth of the whole, 
would be about $3,000,000 in value. I have not 
looked into the statistics or the official reports upon 
this subject, nor have I informed myself from 
other sources of the actual state of the trade in this 
article, as | was not aware that this subject would 
be taken up this morning; but the fact, I believe, 
is, thal about one fourth of the railroad iron now 
consumed in the United States is manufactured in 
this country If you repeal the duty, these man- | 
ufacturers will at once cease their operations, and 
this would produce an increased demand to that | 
amount upon the English manufacturers; and the | 
inference drawn by my friend who made this | 
communication to me, accompanying the memo- 
rial from ‘Tennessee to which | have alluded, was, 
thet probably the whole amount of the duty 
would be made up ina very short time by the in- 
creased price of railroad iron in England. 

Now, sir, what is to be the effect of the present 


States, 


aspect of affairs in Europe, is a different question. || 


When the gentleman to whom I have referred 
made these calculations, it was with no reference 
to any such crisis as that which now seems im- 
pending in Europe. I believe that one of the 
greatest causes of the large increase in the price of 
railroad iron, particularly in England, is not so 
much owing to the vreat demand from the United 
States, as the demand for the construction of rail- 
roads on the continent of Europe. If there shall 
be a general war in Europe, which seems now to | 
be very probable, it may be that it will produce a 
cessation of the construction of the numerous rail- | 
roads projected on that continent; and that the | 
railroad manufacturers in England, instead of rais- 
ing their prices, will find themselves under the 
necessity of selling their iron at rates very much 
reduced below those which have obtained during 
the last two years. How that may be I am not | 
ableto state, or to make any inference which would | 
be worthy of consideration. 
But, sir, there is not yet a general war in Eu- | 
rope, and there is a possibility that there may be 
no war in Europe. If the continent generally re- | 


mains in a state of presets those works of internal || 
1 


improvement whic 
there, and to which I have referred, will probably | 
continue to progress as they have done within the | 
last four or five years; and if that be so, the de- | 
mand from the continent for English railroad iron | 
will continue; and if it should continue in this | 
country, even to an extert diminished by twenty 
or thirty per cent. from what it has been within 
the last two or three years, it would still be an 
enormous demand. Under these circumstances, 
the fair inference may be made that as soon as 


their works, and abandon the idea of continuing 
them at any profit, the English manufacturers 
would immediately take advantage of it, and add 
twenty or thirty per cent. to the price of their rails. 
This ie a consideration which demands serious 
attention. I have conversed with other gentle- | 
men upon this subject, not manufacturers of | 
iron, but with persons who seem to have taken 


| 


an interest in the subject, and I am indlined Sor | 


much to adopt the opinion of the gentlemen wit 


are now being constructed |, 
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whom I have conferred, and who say that the 
better policy would be to reduce the duty, instead 
of repealing it. The proposition now presented 
by the Senator from Ulimois amounts, in fact, to a 
suspension for six years. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Four years. 

Mr. BELL. I understand it to be that no du- 
ties shall be charged upon any iron imported since 
the Ist of July, 1852, and prior to the Ist of July, 
1857 

Mr. DOUGLAS, From 1853 to 1857. 

Mr. BELL. To July, 1857; and that no duty 
shall be chargeable upon any railroad iron im- 
ported in that year (1857) to be used within two 
years thereafter. 





Mr. DOUGLAS. The duty is to be suspended | 


on tron imported between the Ist of July, 1853, 
and the Ist of July, 1857—four years. 

Mr. BELL. 1 understand that; but the hon- 
orable Senator, I think, did not quite understand 
my proposition, I contend that this amounts, 
practically, to a suspension for six years; and I will 
state the reason. If the duty be suspended for 
four years, then, towards the expiration of that 
time, in anticipation of a renewal of the duty on 
the Ist of July, 1857, capitalists, whether con- 
nected with railroads or not, would consider it to 
bea profitable speculation to make very large im- 
portations in anticipation of the demand for rail- 
road iron within thenext two years. There is no 
question of that. So that, in point of fact, this 
would amount to a suspension for six years. 


But, sir, | was speaking of the sentiments of | 


gentlemen who have looked largely into the sub- 
ject, and who have considered well of a proper 
basis of a financial system in this country, in re- 
gard to this article. 1 do not refer to gentlemen 
who have heretofore been considered protection- 
ists, but to the advocates of free trade; and those 
to whom I refer are of opinion that it would be 
more beneficial to the railroad interests, and bring 


| a more certain relief to the companies engaged at 


present in the construction of railroads, and who 
have not yet bought their iron, to reducethe duty, 


| say totwenty per cent., rather than to repeal it alto- 
| gether. Whether their opinions will be confirmed 


|| by the judgment of those who are immediately 


interested in the manufacture of railroad iron, [ 
do not know directly; but from the information 


| which I have received from gentlemen with whom 


I have conversed on this subject, | am led to be- | 
lieve that the manufacturers of railroad iron in the | 


United States, who are now making it at the rate 


of eighty thousand tons per annum, could get on | 


with a duty oftwenty percent. 1 believe some of 
them have so said; but if the duty were totally re- 
pealed, they would be compelled to abandon the 
business altogether. If that be a true view of the 


| case, the question is whether the railroad compa- 


|| so long a time. 
to how far a total repeal will benefit those capital- | 


| way in which we can relieve them. 


nies will at last be substantially benefited by a 
total repeal, or even a suspension of the duty for 
1 do not go into the question as 


ists who have undertaken to construct railroads as 
a matter of speculation and profit only; but I refer 
to all those interests in railroads, whether now 


being constructed or only proposed to be con- | 
| structed, by the farmers, planters, and others, 


upon the routes of the roads which are prejected; 
small subscribers who are not to be considered in 
any light as capitalists; and the question is, 
whether their interests, too, would not be more 
substantially benefited by a material reduction of 
the duty than by its:total repeal. 

I have a announced that I am ready, 
cheerfully, to do something for the relief of those 
interested in roads that are in course of construc- 


tion and not completed, and which have been em- | 


barrassed by the increased prices of labor as well 
as of iron within the last few years; but I think 
we ought to consider maturely what is the best 
If we repeal 


|| the duty, the question to be inquired into by the 
our own manufacturers should be obliged to stop 


Senate and by Congress is, whether we would 


| thereby bring any substantial relief to these inter- 
ests, and whether they might not be subjected to | 


higher prices by the monopolizing policy of the 


English manufacturers. The occurrence of agen- | 


eral war in Europe may change the reasoning 
upon this part of the subject; for if there were a 
general war in Europe, the demand on that conti- 
nent for railroad iron would no doubt be dimin- 
ished; and if this country should continue in peace 
with Great Britain, railroad iron might fall ma- 
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terially in price. But, sir, if there shal] }, 
war in Europe, with the high price of labor aie 
country at this time, and in England oak 
cause there has been a great appreciation of - 
there as well as here—we are to consider wheth 
by repealing the duty and annihilating oy, oa 
manufactures, we should not run the risk of h: ae 
to pay the existing duty, should it be repealed. | : 
an addition to the price of English rails, we 
I believe the price of railroad iron in Engla, di 
| now about £8 or £8 10s. per ton. Would not < 
result of a repeal of duty be to raise it to £9 «. 
£10. The increase might not be immediate. co 
as soon as the English manufacturers g}yqjj’ = 
ceive that all engaged in the United State, 4 
making railroad iron had abandoned the Iesleees 
would nota rise in their prices certainly follo 5 
It is not probable that a rise would take place = 
| mediately; for British manufacturers study their 
| interesis so closely that they never pursue ion 
impolitic course. The rise in price would not o 
| mediately follow; but they would wait until the 
manufacturers of railroad iron in this coy 


labor 


ltry 
| were prostrated, and then we would probably find 
that the railroad interest in this country, had 


| gained nothing. 
| | am ready to concur in some measure which 
| will give substantial relief to this interest; by; if 
we cannot geta reduction of duty to twenty per 
cent. I think, according to the reasoning of the 
| memorialist from Tennessee, to whom I have al. 
luded, it would be better to suspend the collect . 
say for three years after the roads shall have beer 
| put in operation from one terminus to the other. 
If that cannot be done, and it be the sentiment of 
| the Senate that we had better suspend the duty 
| for five or six years, | should be constrained by 
the interests which I represent to go with the ey. 
tleman from Illinois on this subject. 7 

I have thrown out these suggestions for the pur- 
pose of showing that this is a subject which 
| requires mature consideration, in every aspect of 
the question, and that we cannot safely decide it 
upon such considerations as may be given it in 
one or two mornings. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Reference has been so often 
made to the state of things in Europe asa reason 
why this proposition should not prevail, that | 
must briefly notice the suggestion made by the 
Senator from New York and the Senator from 
Maryland upon that point. They have referred 
to the fact that, in consequence of the probable 
existence of a state of war over the continent of 
Europe, our American stocks have fallen in the 
European market; and they seem to infer insome 
way,I hardly know on what ground, that this is 
a reason why this step should not be taken. Sir, 
it strikes me that, as far as it is propér for that 
consideration to have any effect on this bill, itis 
| a very decided argument in its favor; for itis well 
known that the railroad iron which we import for 
the purpose of carrying on our railroad system is 
usually paid for by the sale of American stocks 
in the European market; and if a state of things 
_has taken place since those railroads were com- 
menced by which our stocks have been depreciated 
in the market, at the same time that the cost of rail- 
road iron has been nearly doubled in price, it would 
seem to be a reason why the duty should be re- 
| moved, in order that the stocks may not be further 
|| depressed, and the expense of finishing the roads 
may not be still further enhanced. 

Then, sir, an argument has been suggested by 
the Senator from California, and perhaps by oth- 
ers, that there is something unfair in allowing rail- 
_road iron to come in free for the making of roads 
| which are now in progress, inasmuch as those 
| just completed have paid duty on their iron. | 
wish to call the attention of that Senator and of 
_ the Senate to the fact, that at the time the roadsto 
which he refers were made, the price of railroad 
| iron ranged perhaps from forty to fifty dollars a 
ton, instead of being, as it is now, from seventy (0 
seventy-fivedollars. If my amendment be adopted, 
and the bill, thus amended, be passed, the railroad 
iron for the completion of the roads now undet 
construction will come in free of duty, but still the 
iron will cost them more than it costs those who 
have completed their road, even when they paid 
the duty. When, therefore, we come to look at 
| the existing state of facts, we find that this argu- 
| ment vanishes upon a closer examination of the 
|| case. 

I do not see that there is the slightest proba- 
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» that the price of railroad iron will be much | 


’ 


i; in the market during the time that this 
sion of duty is to operate. It is now up to | 
rhest point. It is up Lo a point so high that | 
igsion of the duties cannot, in any way, | 
ve the interests of the manufacturers of that | 
le itis up to that potnt which, by any rules 
protection, fer which some contend, the duty 
would not be necessary in order to enable our 
ufacturing establishments to continue success- | 
in their operations. I see no reason for be- 
ying that the price is to diminish within the | 
-inree years; and you must bear in mind that 
,  pronosition is only for three years, from the 


reaucs 


y 
my 


veed. If the war does not go on, there is no 
coy) to believe that it will, because the present | 
wwoe arose out of facts in existence before the 
 ababilities of War arose. 
But, sir, the Senator from Maryland has asked | 
why I fixed the first of July last as the day for 
1e commencement of this system. It was simply | 
for the reason that it was necessary to fix some 
nme. If | had fixed the first of January last, he 
mizht have asked with the same propriety why 
day was named, or why any one day more 
shan another. It was necessary to fix some day; 
and [ went back to the first of July last, because 
shat was about the period at which the price of 
road iron got up nearly to its maximum. 
Mr. PRATT. My inquiry was why the hon- 
orable Senator should desire to give any retro- 
active effect to the measure atall? Our ordinary 
levislation is to go into effect from the time the 
nw passes. My difficulty was, not that last July 
should have been fixed, but why the provision | 
should be retrospective at all? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will answer the Senator 
ypon that point, It was necessary to fix some 
neriod, according to my idea, and I fixed July 
jast because that was the time when the price of 
railroad iron was approaching to about its max- 
imum; and it has continued at a very high price 
I know the increase commenced 
prior to that period. 

' | thought it necessary to go back somewhat 
for another reason: a large amount of iron has 
been approaching our shores, and is ready to be 
laid down; and a great deal of it is now in bond, 
but has not been laid down. I think it proper to 
extend the provision so as to apply to this, as 
well as to that which may arrive within the next 
fewdays. This iron has been bought under these 
increased prices; and coming in under the increased 
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prices, | think it right to extend the operation of || 


the provision back so as to cover it. 

My object is to enable the railroads now in pro- 
cess of construction, or which have been com- 
menced,to becompleted. If a pecuniary revulsion 
is to come, as gentlemen predict, is it not wise that 
we should secure the completion of these roads, if 
possible, so that they shall not be a total loss? It 
will relieve us very much against the severity of 
such a crisis if these roads can be put in such a 


position that their stock will be available, and || 


some asstrance given that it will not be a total 
loss. The apprehension of a pecuniary crisis is, 
therefore, a very strong argument in favor of the 
passage of this measure, if there is no insuperable 
objection to it on other grounds. 

Mr. BADGER. It has been asked, sir, what 
difference would be made as to the North Carolina 
railroad, ifthe amendment proposed by the hon- 


orable Senator from Illinois should be adopted, || 


and the bill be passed, as it should be passed, now, | 
ora month hence? I answer, none in the world; | 
but then we have another alternative. Suppose | 
that is not passed, and the proposition offered by 

that Senator does not meet the approbation of the 
Senate; it becomes, then, a matter of supreme im- 
portanee, if it is to be of any value to the State 
which | represent, that the bill as reported from 
the Committee on Finance shall be passed at once. 
We have an immense amount of iron now in bond. 
It ought to be laid down. The company expect, 
io the course of a fortnight or three weeks, four 
thousand tons more. hatare they todo? Let 
the iron remain in bond and suspend operations 
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vor July next. Ifthe European war goes on, || 
ore is no reason to believe that the price will be 





nity of obtaining the credit to enable them to pro- 
ceed at once to lay down the iron without paying 
the duty. [t is obvious that if the bill is to remain 
in that shape, time, so far as the matter of relief is 
concerned, is the very essence of the measure. 

Now, sir, a few words with regard to the time 
of postponement; for L intend to confine myself to 
the question before the Senate, and not to discuss 
the general merits of the bill. The motion now 
pending before the Senate, if | understand it, is 
the motion to postpone until to-morrow. 

Mr. PRATT. No, sir; the question is, | be- 
lieve, on my motion to postpone until Monday 
week. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
motion to postpone until to-morrow. 

Mr. BADGER. The President says the ques- 
tion is on postponing the bill until to-morrow. I 
havealready said that I have no objection to that 
postponement, because I think it is right. I think 

| itis due to one of the honorable Senators from 
| Pennsylvania, who is expected to be here to-day, 
/and who expected to be here so as to have been 
| in his place to-day, that he shall have an oppor- 
tunity of being present at the discussion of this 
| bill. I am opposed to the further postponement 
which the Senator from Maryland proposes, to 
Monday week, and | am opposed to it particu- 
| larly and specially on account of the illustration 
| which the Senator from California gave of the 
| necessity of postponement. I do not think we 
ought always to postpone measures, because par- 
ticular Senators may happen to be absent when 
they are under consideration. 

The Senator from Maryland also mentioned 
that his colleague [Mr. Pearce] was absent, and 
that his State was greatly interested in this matter. 
Sir, | parted from his colleague yesterday; we 
occupy lodgings in the same house; and I heard 
no intimation from him, certainly he expressed 
none fo me, that he desired that there should be 
| a postponement of the proposition which | an- 
nounced that i intended to submit, to take up this 
| bill. He suggested nothing of the kind; and I 
| presumed, in fact, that my absent friend from 
aryland was rather too reasonable to think that 
| it would be fair and right that this measure should 
be postponed because he was going away, when 
| he knew that I had asked that it should be taken 
| up, because I was goingaway myself. I have no 
objection to a postponement until to-morrow, 
| when, I hope, one of the Senators from Pennsy|- 
vania will be here, and have an opportunity of 
being heard, though Ido object toa postponement 
until Monday week. 

Mr. PRATT. Mr. President, it is known, I 
| believe, by the Senate, that one Senator from 
| Pennsylvania (Mr. Cooper] has been detained by 

severe illness, in the city of Philadelphia, but he 
| contemplates being here to-morrow. | understand 
| that the other Senator from Pennsylvania {Mr. 
| Bropueap] is also severely indisposed at Harris- 
| burg, in his own State, but I hope he will be in 

his seat by theday indicated by me. My colleague 
| (Mr. Pearc®] did not intimate to me his feelings 
in regard to this bill, and [I only assumed on be- 

half of the State which he and | represent, that he 
| would desire to be here during the discussion ofa 
measure of so much importance to the great inter- 
ests of that State. We have manufactories in our 
State for rolling this description of iron. We 
know that they will be broken up, and all the 
| capital invested in them—some half a million of 
| dollars perhaps—lost by the passage of the bill. 
1, therefore, knowing the regard which my col- 
league has for all the interests of his constituents, 
assumed that he would be desirous of being pres- 
ent when a measure so destructive of that interest 
was about to be passed. 

Mr.SEWARD. You have one company in 
your State, | believe, having acapital of $1,000,000. 

Mr. PRATT. There are many millions in- 
vested in the iron business in my State, but | 
spoke of a particular interest, that of making rail- 
road iron. There ‘a one company alone which, 
the Senator from New York says, has a capital 
of $1,000,000 invested in this interest; and that 
will be entirely destroyed by the passage of this 
bill. Now, is it right that, for the purpose of pro- 














upon the road, waiting for the prospect of passing 
this bill? One great end of the substitute in the 
shape reported from the Committee on Finance 
was, by giving to that company and all others 
which should be in the like situation, an opportu- 





| tecting the capitalists engaged in making these 
| roads, who have entered on their construction for 
|| their individual interest and not for the public 
\| good—for I assume that capital seeks investment, 
! not for public, but for individual advantage—is it 
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| in them for their self-interest. 
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right, | ask, that for this purpose, the millions of 
dollars invested for the purpose of making the iron 
to supply the roads should be stricken down by 
the vote of the Senate, and that, too, without prep- 
arauion, and without the greatest interests of the 
country being represented here? 

Bat [ rose only for the purpose of saying that [ 
think the Senator from Nerth Carolina is wrong 
in supposing that the question is to be first taken 
upon the motion to postpone until to-morrow. I 
have moved, as a substitute, that the subject be 
postponed until Monday week. I believe, accord- 
ing to all parliamentary rule, the question is first 
taken upon the longesttime, It is upon my mo- 
tion to postpone until Monday week thatthe Senate 
have ordered the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair has examined 
therule. The motion first made is first to be put 
to the Senate. The motion made by the Senator 
from Michigan was to postpone until to-morrow. 
The motion made by the Senator from Maryland 
was to postpone to Monday week. Both motions 
being to postpone to a day certain, the motion first 
made is first to be put to the Senate. 

Mr. BADGER. I beg to say a word in cor- 
rection. I did not assume at all that my honorable 
friend from Maryland, who is absent, [Mr. 
Pearce,] was otherwise than deeply interested 
in attending to everything that belongs to the peo- 
ple of the honorable State which he represents on 
this floor. No doubt, sir, he feels the same deep 
interest that the Senator from Maryland, who is 
present, (Mr. Prarrt,] does, in whatever is enti- 
tled to his special attention and care. But what 
I meant tosay was, that! did not understand from 


| that Senator, knowing the situation in which I 


was placed, that he would desire me to forego the 
application te the Senate, of which | had before 
given notice, to take up this bill, Having said 
that, sir, in justice to an absent friend of whom I 
know that there is no interest under Heaven, 


| which it is his duty to protect, which he is not 
presce to protect by every means in his power, 


wish to say a word as to the discrimination 
which the Senator from Maryland has drawn 
between the persons who are engage! in making 
railroads and the Manufacturers of railroad iron. 
He says these railroad companies are engaged in 


| prosecuting their enterprises for their own bene- 


fit, and not for the public good; and is it not enor- 
mous, he asks, that an advantage shall be given to 
them at the expense of the manufacturers of rail- 
road iron? Now,I wish to know if the manu- 
facturers of railroad iron are not also engaged in 
prosecuting their business for their own pecuniary 
benefit, and not for the public good? Am,I to 
understand from the Senator from Maryland that 
the iron manufacturers in Maryland prosecute 
their business for the public good, and not for 
their private interest? 

Mr. PRATT. Willthe Senator permit me to 
answer him? 

Mr. BADGER. Certainly. 

Mr. PRATT. I will answer both the questions 
of the Senator. I did not intimate, and no other 
member of the Senate, except the honorable Sena- 
tor, understood me to intimate, that my colleague 
was less desirous of protecting the interests of his 
constituents than myself. Certainly no other Sen- 
ator than the honorable Senator from North Caro- 
lina squunderstood me. The Senator said, and [ 
agree with him, that he would not have been so 
unreasonable as to ask of the Senator his consent 
to the postponement of the bill. As I understood 
the Senator in his original speech, he said he 
had parted with my colleague last night; they 
boarded at the same house; and he had not indi- 
cated any wish upon the subject of this bill, 
That is all very true, [ have no doubt. I stated, 
further, that he had indicated no wish to me upon 
the subject; but 1 thought I knew what his feel- 
ings and wishes would be, by supposing that I 
knew what were the interests and feelings of his 
constituents. Il therefore do not choose to be put 
in the pusition of making an allegation here against 
the desire of my colleague to represent correctly 
the interests of his constituents. 

Now, in regard to the other point. The sophis- 
try of the argument of the honorable Senator will 
be perceived by every one who looks at it fora 
single moment. What did I say? That thecap- 
italists engaged in making railroads had engaged 
The Senator con- 
| cedes it; but he says that my constituents who 
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are engaged in making railroad iron are engaged 
in that, too, for their interest; and, he says, there 
is no distinction to be drawn between the two. 
Now, 1! submit to his own mind, which, when 
unbiased by prejudice, is as clear as anybody’s, 
whether there is not this manifest difference: that 
my constituents, who have engaged in this busi- 
ness, have engaged in it by virtue of the law of 
the land, by which they were to receive the pro- 
tection which you are about to take away; while 
his constituents, engaged in the making of roads 
for their interest, have engaged in it with equal 
knowledge of the law of the land that they were 
to pay the duty which his bill proposes to take off? 
That is the distinction. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, it is possible 
that { may not be able to perceive the clearness of 
the distinction. Now let us see how itis. The 
distinction which the Senator first stated was, that 
those concerned in railroads were engaged in 
prosecuting their enterprises for their own advant- 
age, and not for the public good. 

Mr. PRATT. That is true. 

Mr. BADGER. Very well, sir. If that be the 
distinction, of course that must be the circumstance 
in which they differ from those who are engaged 
in manufacturing iron. He states a distinction 
between the two classes of cases, and he com- 
plains that one should be promoted at the expense 
of the other; and that distinction is, that the per- 
sons of one class are engaged in prosecuting their 


enterprises for their own private benefit, and not | 


for the public good. Now, I ask if it does not 
result, if there is any propriety in the discrimina- 
tion stated, that the persons of the other class are 
engaged in prosecuting their work for the public 
good? Why, clearly so. But now the Senator 
says he admits both are prosecuting their enter- 
prises for their own benefit, and not for the public 
good, Then, in that respect, they stand on the 
same foundation. 
engaged in manufacturing iron undertook to man- 


ufacture it on the expectation that they would re- | 


ceive a certain amount of protection. True; but 
for what was the protection to be given? It was 


to put them on a footing with their European | 


rivals. Now, as my friend from Illinois has stated 


this morning, the price of railroad iron, which | 


was formerly from forty-five to fifty dollars a ton, 
has risen to be between seventy and eighty dollars | 
aton. Then the question is not whether these 
manufacturers shall retain the protection which 
they had, and which might have been just, neces- | 
sary, and proper when foreign iron could be | 
procured at forty-five or fifty dollars a ton; but | 
whether it is right, just, and fair to the industrial 


pursuits of the country generally, that they shall | 


retain the same amount of ratio of duty when 
railroad iron has risen up to seventy-five dollars 
aton? The question, in other words, is, whether, 


when the foreign price of the article is such that | 
they no longer need protection, they shall have a | 


greater protection than they had when they did 
need it! That is the whole question. 

But, Mr. President, although I assumed for the 
purpose of the argument, deeming it immaterial, 
that the two classes of persons stood upon the 
same footing, as each pursuing their own interest; 
and though it is true in regard to railroad compa- 
nies that their ultimate interest must be the object 
with these who are chiefly engaged in them; yet 
it is also true, as we all know, that many persons 
make investments in railroad companies, at least | 
in the southern country, not with the prospect or | 
hope of making profit upon their investment, but | 
of aiding in the general diffusion of prosperity to 
the country of which they are members, and trust- 
ing for their return, not to a particular pecuniary 
benefit from the individual road, but to their share 
in the common results of the prosperity which 
shall be diffused by it thfough the whole country 
in which they live. I have no doubt that it is so 
in other portions of the country. Therefore, it 
seems to me, to make the most of this case, that 
those gentlemen who are engaged in manufactur- 
ing iron no longer need the protective duty which | 
they did when forty-five dollars aton was paid for 
it; and hence it is not at all unfair or ungenerous, 
it is not what Oy should complain of at all, that 
these duties should be suspended for the purpose 


of aiding these struggling roads, the proprietors || 


of which are straining every nerve to raise money 
to —e the establishment of these great 
thorough 


But he says those who are | 


res of quick travel through the country, I 
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and who, though they may seek their own indi- 
vidual benefit, and their own alone, can only ac- 
complish it by doing a great good to the country 
in the successful prosecution of their respective 
enterprises. 

Sir, it has been said that you will thereby allow 
roads, without paying duty, to be put into suc- 
cessful competition with other railroads. The re- 
marks of my friend from Illinois have shown that 
it will only put the roads now being made upon 
a footing with the old ones; but suppose it were 
otherwise; is there any harm in competition? Is 
a railroad monopoly no evil? Have we not found 
it to be one of the greatest of evils? Is it notan evil 
to travelers to subject them to the exactions of a 
single company without opposition? Is it not an 
evil to the Government? Have we not found it 
to be so? Have not these roads been able to dic- 
tate their own terms for the transportation of the 
mail? What harm will arise tous if we have lines 
of competition? Conveyances are improved, 
prices are lessened, conveniences are increased, 
and every advantage is secured by getting rid of 
an entire monopoly, and giving us the advantage 
which always results from fair and full competi- 
tion. So that, in any respect, | do not see that 
the measure is liable to the objection. Lam sorry, 
however, that | was drawn into making these re- 
marks on the subject. I hope the question will be 
taken on the postponement. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I do not in- 
tend to enter into the merits of this question; nor 
do | intend to advert to the matter of protection in 
reference to the provisions of this bill; but the 
proposition now before the Senate, whether you 
take the amendment of the honorable Senator from 
illinois or the bill reported from the Committee on 
Finance, is a proposition to make a partial revis- 
ion of the tariff system of the United States for 
the purpose of conferring a bounty, not only pros- 
pectively, but retrospectively, upon particular rail- 
roads of this country. ‘That is the proposition in 
point of truth and fact. It is to confer a bounty, 
prospectively, and also retrospectively, to the Ist 
of July last, on particular railroad companies of 
the United States. Sir, 1 am opposed to this prin- 
ciple of legislation. I do not desire to see the 
tariff revised in a partial mode. I think it does 
require revision. I have understood that that | 
question was before the Committee on Finance, 
and I had hoped that even before this time they 
would have favored us with their views of a gen- 
eral system of revision. 

I can conceive of a great variety of questions 
which would necessarily arise in reference to the 
proper revision of the tariff if you assume the 
principle, for which I contend, that the principle 
of raising a sufficient amount of revenue under a 
tariff is the true principle to make the basis upon 
which that tariff is to be adjusted. But in order | 
fairly to adjust a tariff upon that basis you must 
have the whole of it before you. Are there no 
other interests in the country than railroads? If 


you are to exempt them from the payment of | 


duties, and leave the existing duties standing ona 
variety of other interests which may equally call 
on you for a revision of the tariff, how are you to 
measure the amount of that revision until you 
have the whole subject before you? I am opposed 


to this bill not on that ground alone, but I am op- || 


posed to it because of its whole bearing upon the 
revenue. It isa partial revision of an important 
system, and ought to be fully discussed before a 
bill of this character is passed. The notice given 
by the honorable Senator from North Carolina 
was given on Friday last. The bill was brought 
up to-day with the hope of having it passed here 
to-day or to-morrow. I think ita bill of far more 
importance than many others which have takena 
much longer time in discussion, and which have 
created a much widerand oe agitation through- 
out the country. Nay, sir, | think the aspects of | 
this very bill, one particularly, connect themselves 


with other matters which have been agitated 
| throughout the country; and if you refer to the 


existing state of things in Pennsylvania, I can | 


| easily see that a connection will be sought to be 


made between this and another bill. I desire, 
before this bill shall be passed, that it shall, at 
least, be amply discussed before the Senate. 

I believe, myself, that the tariff ought to be re- 
vised; but I think that, to revise it justly, on 
the principle which [ am sure the chairman of the | 
Committee on Finance, if he were here, could not | 
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deny, the cardinal object should be to Io 
enue as the basis on which it should be 
You cannot do that unless you have t 
subject before you. You must have the 
terest of the country before you, and al! 
which you are going to impose before 
| otherwise, in exempting a particular inte 
the operations of the existing law, which ¥ 
passed after great deliberation, and exemptine « 
without regard to the pressure arising from “the 
rise of price on many other interests of the oe 
try, you are disposing partially of a general gy\,, 
ject which will ultimately lead to a conflict which 
deranges and prevents a fair adjustment of th 
whole system. For this reason I am not only o : 
| posed to the particular bill, but I think even if it t 
passed, it ought to be more fully discussed than it 
can be at present. k 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Apay. 
in the chair.) The question is, shall the bill uy 
consideration be postponed until to-morrow? 
Mr. PRATT. t hope the Senate will vote down 
that motion, and then take the question on the 
longer postponement which I propose. ; 
| Mr. STUART. When I submitted the motion 
to postpone until to-morrow, it was on the suppogi- 
tion that we should be able to do some other byysi. 
ness to-day. [ have abandoned that expectation 
now, and therefore I withdraw my motion. 
Mr. PRATT. I move that the further eon. 
sideration of the bill be postponed until Monday 
week, and on that question I ask for the yeas and 


der 


nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered, and being 
| taken, resulted—yeas 33, nays 9; as follows: — 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Atchison, Bayard, Bell, 
Bright, Butler, Cass, Chase, Dodge of Iowa, Everett, Pes. 
| senden, Fish, Foot, Geyer, Hamlin, Hunter, Jones of Jowa, 
| Mason, Pettit, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, 
Smith, Stuart, Sumner, Thompson of Kentucky, Toucey, 
| Weller, Williams, and Wright—33. " 
| NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Brown, Clay, Douglas, Evans, 
Fitzpatrick, Morton, Shields, and Walker—9. 


So the motion was agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE BUSINESS. 


Mr. MASON. I move that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of Executive business. 

Mr. BRIGHT. It is now too late in the day 
to do any thing in Executive session. I move, 
therefore, that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. MASON. I call for the yeas and nays on 
that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered and taken, 
with the following result: 
| YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bayard, Bell, Bright, 
| Brown, Cass, Chase, Clay, Everett, Fessenden, Fish, 
| Fitzpatrick, Foot. Hamlin, Morton, Pettit, Seward, Smith, 
| Stuart, Sumner, Thompson of Kentucky, Walker, and 





|| Wright—24. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Butler, Dodge of Wiscon- 
sin, Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Evans, Geyer, Gwin, Hun- 
ter, James, Jones of lowa, Mason, Pratt, Ru-k, Sebastian, 
Shields, Slidell, Tuucey, Weller, and Williams—2l. 

So the motion was saree to; and » 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


\| Tvespvay, April 11, 1954. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by Rev. Wituiam H. Mizaurn. 


TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 


| munication from the President of the United States, 


in response to the resolution of the House of the 
3d instant, calling for copies of all correspondence 
that may have taken place between the Govern- 
ment of the United States and that of Spain in 
relation to the refusal by the authorities of the 
| Island of Cuba, some time in the summer of 1852, 
_ to permit the United States mail steamer Crescent 
City to land the mail or the passengers destined 
for that Island in Havana, stating that copies of 
the correspondence called for had been transmitted 
to the House in response toa former resolution of 
that body. ; 

Mr. HAVEN. I move that the communica- 
tion be laid upon the table, and printed. — 

Mr. DEAN. All sitnilar communications have 
_ been referred to the Committee on Foreign A fiairs, 
and [ hope this will take that direction. 

Mr. HAVEN. I will not insist upon my mo 

tion, if it is not in accordance with the usual 
course, 
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The communication was therefore referred to 
Committee on Foreign A ffairs. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 
Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Enrolled 





p reported as correctly enrolled bills of the fol- | 


oni - titles; which were signed by the Speaker: 
Tr R. No. 202. An act for the relief of Heze- 
.--» Tohnson, of the town of Bridgewater, in the 
ALA «& 7 


State of Vermont; 


H.R. No. 127. An act for the relief of James | 


F. Green; 


H.R. No.170. Anact for the relief of the legal 
vel resentatives of the late Lieutenant John E. | 


Bispham ; 


H. R. No. 54. An act for the relief of Madison 
Parton; 


fH. R. No. 179. An act for the relief of Emelie | 


Hooe, widow of Captain Hooe; 


H.R. No. 194. An act to provide a pension | 
for Silas Champion, of Genessee county, State of | 


Ne Ww York; i 
H.R. No. 177. An act for the relief of Lyman 
N. Cook; 


"H.R. No. 201. An act for the relief of Aaron 


Staff rd; . 
A R. No. 193. An act for the relief of Alton 
Nelson; 


H.R. No. 166. An act to establish additional 


land districts in the Territory of Minnesota; and | 


H.R. No. 124. An act for the relief of Lemuel 
Hudson. . 

The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
is the consideration of a bill granting lands equally 
to the several States to aid in the construction of 
railroads, and for the support of schools, on which 


the gentleman from New York [Mr. Bennett] is | 


entitled to the floor. 
Mr. JONES, of New York. 


tion of tie following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Joint Committee on Printing be re- 
quested to inquire into the propriety of publishing such 


part of the Census of 1850 as relates to vital and mortality | 


statistics for distribution among the medical faculty of the 
United States. 

There was no objection; and the resolution was 
introduced and adopted. 


Mr. HIESTER. I would ask the unanimous 


consent of the House to offer a resolution, which | 


is one merely of inquiry. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 


come out of the morning hour? 
The SPEAKER. It does. 
Mr. DAVIS. Then I object. 
Mr. HIESTER. 

sure the gentleman will withdraw his objection. 
Mr. DAVIS. 1| withdraw my objection. 
The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be re- | 


guested to communicate to this House such information 
eonceruing the frauds on the Pension Office, mentioned in 
the late annual report of the Commissioner of Pensions, 
and any other similar frauds which may have since been 


discovered, as will exhibit the nature and extent thereof. 


The question was then taken, and the resolu- | 


tion was adopted. 


Mr. WELLS, by unanimous consent, intro- | 
duced joint resolutions of the Legislature of the | 
tate of Wisconsin, in reference to cheap postage; | 
which were referred to the Committee on the Post | 


8 


Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN GUSMAN, OF LOUISIANA. 
Mr. NICHOLS. 


f, . . ° 
from the Committee on Private Land Claims Sen- 


ate bill entitled **An act for the relief of John 
Gusman, of Louisiana.”? 


Mr. BOCOCK. What peculiar importance is 


there in that bill that it should be reported before | 


other bills in the hands of members of the stand- 
ing committees? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman asks to be 
permitted to report back the bill from the Com- 
mitteeon Public Lands. What disposition does 


ull? 


Mr. NICHOLS, The bill merely proposes to 
confirm a land title. It has passed the Senate 
twice, and has been carefully examined by the 

ommittee on Private Land Claims. It merits 


consideration, and I hope that the House will act 
Upon it now, 
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I would ask the | 
unanimous consent of the Elouse for the introduc- | 


Does the time con- | 
sumed in the introduction of these resolutions | 


If the resolution be read I am | 


I would ask the unanimous | 
consent of the House for leave to report back | 


a gentleman from Ohio propose to make of the || 





The SPEAKER. If not objected to, the inves- 
tigation of the bill will be gone into now. 

Mr. KERR, and several other Members, ob- 
jected. 

Mr. NICHOLS. 
jection. 

The SPEAKER. 
object. 

Mr. NICHOLS. Then, sir, if objection is 
made, I move to refer the bill to a Committee of 
the Whole House. 

Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. I would re- 
spectfully ask the permission of the House to 
have that bill put upon its passage. Its passage 
is asked by the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. It has passed the Senate twice, and has 
been reported favorably upon by the Committee 
on Public Lands in the House. It is a claim 
which is also recommended by the Land Office. 


I hope there will be no ob- 


Half a dozen gentlemen 


very little of our language. He is here with his 
family at much expense, and has been here for 
some time, and the bill simply proposes to correct 
a little informality in respect to his title. 

I hope there will be no objection to the passage 
of the bill. —The Representative of the claimant is 


The gentleman interested is a creole, who knows | 


obliged to leave the city, and when the bill comes | 


up there will be no one from the State of Louis- 
iana, who has examined the case, to give that ex- 
planation which I am prepared to give now. 


Mr. BENNETT. 


the Committee on Public Lands was postponed 
till this morning. I have been requested by sev- 


eral members to ask a further postponement of | 


the consideration of that bill for two weeks, and 
I am willing that it shall be so postponed, if it is 
| the unanimous wish of the House. 
The amendment which has been proposed to it 
is one that’will undoubtedly give rise to discus- 
sion, and occupy some time. If it is the unani- 
mous consent of the House to postpone it for two 
weeks, the gentleman from Louisiana can go on 
with his bill. 


tion of the bill first in order, being the bill reported 


|| by himself from the Committee on Public Lands, | 


until this day two weeks. If there is no objec- 
tion, that order will be made. 
Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. 


the order proposed ? 


weeks of this bill. 
Mr. WARREN. What is the bill? 
The SPEAKER. The bill reported by the 


If the gentleman will allow | 
me, I will say that the bill reported by me from | 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New | 
York proposes to postpone the further considera- | 


What is 
The SPEAKER. The postponement for two | 


gentleman from New York from the Committee | 


Mr. WENTWORTH. 
| postponement, 
ready. 

The SPEAKER. Then the question will be 
upon postponing it. 

Mr. PERKINS. I hope it will be postponed. 
That will suiwthe views of the gentleman from 
New York, and will certainly suit mine. 
amendment will come up at the same time as the 


on Public Lands. 
| 


city. I therefore hope the House will consent to 
teak of the bill. 
r. DEAN. I moveto refer the bill to the 
4} Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
The SPEAKER. That motion is now pend- 
ing; but the motion to postpone to a day certain 
takes precedence. 
Mr. DEAN. 
did not entertain that motion the other day. 


stood the Chair. 


Mr. BENNETT. I wish to inquire whether 
the question is on referring the bill to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. No; it is on postponing the 
| bill fortwo weeks. That is the question, and it 
must be first put to the House. 

Mr. WARREN. I wish to know if it is not in 
order to move now to refer the bill to the Com- 
| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair states again that 
| that motion is already pending. 

Mr. WARREN. That is the disposition I desire 
to be made of the bill. 
| TheSPEAKER. But the motion to postpone 





I object to its further 
It has been postponed once al- | 


My | 


bill, and we are both obliged to be absent from the | 


| Olds, 


rule of the House. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I would respectfully sug- 
gest to the gentleman from New York [Mr. Ben- 
NETT] that he name a later period for the post- 
ponement. 1 would ask the Chair if it is not 
competent for him to do se? 

The SPEAKER. It is competent for him to 
name a later period; and the question would be 
first taken on the latest period named. 

Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. As I under- 
stand it, the gentleman from New York will be 
absent from the city after the period named by 
him. 

Mr. McMULLIN. And I shall be absent at 
the period of time he indicates. 

The SPEAKER. What time does the gentle- 
man from Virginia propose to which the consid- 
eration of the bill shall be postponed ? 

Mr. McMULLIN. I propose the first day of 
June. 

Mr. BENNETT. That period would be ex- 
tremely inconvenient for me. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I think it best to move 
to postpone it until after the Nebraska bill is 
acted upon. [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order, 
as the gentleman from Illinois must be aware. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I move to postpone the 
consideration of the bill until the fifteenth day of 
July next. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
bill upon the table. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. KERR. I demand the yeasand nays upon 
the motion to lay upon the table. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and there were— 
yeas 65, nays 76; as fellows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Willis Allen, 
Barksdale, Benton, Bocock, Boyce, Bridges, Chastain, 
Chrisman, Clark, Cobb, John G. Davis, Dawson, Dean, 
Dent. Dowdell, Drum, Dunbar, Dunham, Eddy, Edgerton, 
Edmundson, Elliott, Ellison, English, Fuller, Goode, Ham- 
ilton, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hibbard, 
George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Knox, Lane, La- 
tham, Lindsley, Maxwell, May, Smith Miller, Nichols, 
Parker, Phelps, Phillips, Richardson, Thomas 
Ritchey, Robbins, Ruffin, Sapp, Shaw, Shower, Gerrit 
Smith, George W. Smyth, David Stuart, Vansant, Walker, 
Warren, Ellibu B. Washburne, Wells, John Wentworth, 
Daniel B. Wright, and Yates—65. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ball, Belcher, Bennett, Benson, Bissell, 
Bliss. Bugg, Campbell ,Carpenter,Chandler,Chase, Chureh- 
well, Corwin, Crocker, Cullom, Thomas Davis, Dickinson, 
Edmands, Etheridge, Everhart, Farley, Fenton, Flagler, 
Florence, Goodrich, Grey, Andrew J. Harlan, Harrison, 
Hastings, Haven, Hiester, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Daniel T. 
Jones, Kerr, Kittredge, Kurtz, Letcher, Lindley, McMul- 
lin, Mace, Mayall, Meacham, Middleswarth, John G. Mil- 
ler, Morgan, Morrison, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, 
Peck, John Perkins, Pratt, Ready, Riddle, David Ritchie, 
Rowe, Sabin, Sage, Seward, Seymour, Skelton, Wiliiam 
R. Smith, Snodgrass, Frederick P. Stanton, Hestor L. Ste- 
vens, Andrew Stuart, John J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, Na- 
thaniel G. Taylor, Tracy, Upham, Vail, Wade, Israel 
Washburn, and Zollicoffer—76. 

So the House refused to lay the bill upon the 
table. 


After the call of the vote, Mr. MURRAY 
stated that if he had been within the bar of the 
House he should have voted in the negative. 

Mr. STRATTON also stated that if he had been 
present he should have voted in the negative. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 


I move to lay the 


| York moves to postpone the consideration of the 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman misunder- | 


i 


bill to this day two weeks; and the gentleman from 
Virginia moves to strikerout this day two weeks, 
and insert in lieu thereof ‘‘ the first day of June.”’ 


||. The question will be first — the latter motinn. 
| ) 
I understood that the Speaker 


Mr. ASHE. Would it be in order to move to 
postpone the consideration of the bill indefinitely ? 

The SPEAKER. It would not be in order 
until the pending motions to postpone to a day 
certain, and to commit the bill to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, are first 
disposed of. Thén the motion to postpone indefi- 
nitely can be made, which, if carried, would be 
tantamount to a rejection of the bill. 

The question was then taken on Mr. McMut- 
Lin’s amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Ben- 
NETT’s motion; and the further consideration of 
the bill was postponed till this day two weeks. 

Mr. PERKINS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the consideration of the bill was post- 
poned this day two weeks, and to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table; which latter motion 
was agreed to, 
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JOHN GUSMAN. 

The SPEAKER. The question now recurs 
upon the request made by the gentleman from 
Ohio, {Mr. Nicnoxs,} that the Senate bill enti- 
tled “An act for the relief of John Gusman, of 

Louisiana,’? which was reported back from the 
Committee on Private Land Claims, be received 
and disposed of by the House. If there be no ob- 
jection, the bill will be ordered to a third reading. 
ihe bill was then read a third time in extenso. 

Mr. NICHOLS. Mr. Speaker, I move the 
previous question on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. HAVEN. I desire to know something 
more in relation to the bill just read, and ask the 
gentieman from Ohio to withdraw his demand for 
the previous question, so as to enable me to ask 
for information. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Ohio consent to withdraw his demand for the pre- 
vious question ? 

Mr. NICHOLS. Yes; 1 withdraw it for the 
purpose of answering the inquiries of the gentle- 
man from New York. 

Mr. HAVEN. I wish, Mr. Speaker, to make 
one or two inguiries in relation to the bill before 
the Hlouse; and first, I desire to know from the 
gentleman from Louisiana, {Mr. Perxins,] orfrom 
the gentleman representing the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, (Mr. Nrcuoxs,) whether there 
has been any legal proceedings in the courts of 
justice in regard to hie bill? 

Mr. NICHOLS. 1 will answer the inquiry of 
the gentleman from New York. This bill, Mr. 
Speaker, belongs to a class of claims in Louisiana 
for which Congress, some years since, passed 
various acts allowing confirmation, under which 
many similar claims were confirmed, But in this 
case, by the laches of the parties in interest, who 
were probably unaware of the ae for such 
confirmation, it never was confirmed. Subse- 
quently an act was passed by Congress authoriz- | 
ing courts of justice—the courts of the United 
States—to take cognizance of a certain class of 
claims in Louisiana. By virtue of that act of 
Congress this case was presented to the courts | 
for confirmation, but it was never tried upon its | 
merits. The courts there decided that the act 
allowing the courts to take cognizance of this 
certain class of claims did not cover the class of 
cases where the lands were held by possession 
only, and not by written evidence of ttle derived 
from the United States. This, I understand, was 
the point on which the court made its decision. 

‘The lands claimed by the petitioner, and con- 
firmed to him by this bill, have been in the undis- | 
puted possession of the party asking for confirm- | 
ation for nearly half a century. This body—the | 
Tiouse of Representatives—has reported at a for- 
mer session in favor of relief, and the Senate has 
reported in favor of relief. But when we came on 
here at this session we found among the papers in 
the committee room of the private land claims, re- 
ports regularly drawn, confirming the title, but 
which had not been submitted to this body at the | 
last Congress for want of time. 

Mr. HAVEN. [have another question to ask 
in relation to this bill. I would like to know if | 
the sole basis on which this claim is founded is the 
lengthened possession of thirty-odd years in which 
it has been in the hands of the claimants? 

Mr. NICHOLS. The party in interest, under | 
the bill, holds by an original purchase, in which | 
a consideration was paid. 

Mr. HAVEN. Was there a purchase and 
payment? 

Mr. NICHOLS. There was an original pur- | 
chase made from a tribe of Indians, who were the 
owners at the time, and had possession, under | 
whom this party claims, and from whom he pur- 
chased long before the United States came in pos- | 
» Ression of the Louisiana purchase. 

Mr. HAVEN. How many acres werethere? | 

Mr. NICHOLS. The gentleman from Louis- | 
jana [Mr. Perkins] can better answer that ques- 
tion than I can. | 
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Mr. PERKINS. I answer to the gentleman | 
from New York [Mr. Haven] that! cannot state | 
the precise number of acres. It is more a question | 
of principle. The land is not valuable, being | 
mostly pine wood. On one portion of it there is | 
ft bitch Pardi and that, I believe, gives the tract | 
most of its value. 

The population of that section were mostly | 
French, who were not familiar with our laws and | 
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customs. The possession has beens continuous, 
and the Land Office reports have been in favor of 
it; the Senate has passed it, and, without hesita- 
tion, the committee in this House unanimously 
ask its passage. It is a simple informality that 
the bill is intended to remedy. 

Mr. HAVEN. I do not desire to detain the 
House on this subject. I would have preferred 
the bill if it had been in a shape conforming with 
previous legislation, authorizing the claimant to 
make his claim in the same manner as though he 
had held under a written agreement or instrument. 
But, under the explanation of the gentleman from 
Louisiana, |Mr. rea I make no opposition 
to the bill. 


Mr. NICHOLS. I renew my motion for the 


previous question. 


The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put. 
The main question being, ** Shall the bill pass ?”’ 


o 
PP? 


it was put, and decided in the affirmative. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I now move that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union. 


Mr. HAVEN. I wish to ask the gentleman 
from Ohio to withdraw that motion fota moment, 
for the purpose of asking the gentleman from 
Alabama [Mr. Coss] if he will not consent to 
postpone the special order which is in order this 
morning, inasmuch as the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Cutiom] desires to address the House. | 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. HAVEN. Ifthegentleman from Alabama 
will not postpone it longer, will he consent to 


| postpone it one or two hours? 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I hope he will postpone 


| it for two weeks. 


{ 


i] 








| 





| agreed to. 


Mr. COBB. Lam perfectly willing to oblige 
any gentleman as to the time of postponement. l 
consider the matter so plain that it certainly will 
pass when it shall be considered. 1 am perfectly 
willing to postpone it for two weeks, but with the 
understanding that we shall go on with the morn- | 
ing hour. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. 


I object to postponing 
it for two weeks. 


It has already been postponed 


once. 1] 


Mr. COBB. Then I am disposed to accommo- 
date the gentleman, and as the gentleman from | 
Tennessee [Mr. Cuttom] wishes to speak this 
morning, I move to postpone the consideration of 
the special order until two o’clock to-day, 

The question was taken, and the motion was 


Mr. COBB. 
order of business. 


On motion by Mr. FENTON, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House the petition and papers of Jonathan Sly 
ter, for the purpose of referring them to the Pension Office. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. I now move that the House | 
resulve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I call for the yeas and nays. 
I want to see who will vote to deprive us of the 
morning hour. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 


now insist upon the regular 


to speak in committee. 
committee now. 


I hope we shall go into 


Mr. HAMILTON, How long before the morn-sj 


ing hour will be out? 


The SPEAKER. In twenty minutes. 


Mr.CAMPBELL. That is not a long time || 


enough to make it worth while to call the yeasand | 
nays on. 

Mr, OLDS. It is very important that we 
should have those twenty minutes. I hope we 
shall have the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. OLDS. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was then taken; and Mr. Camp- 
BELL’s motion agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the | 
Committee of the W hole on the state of the Union, | 
(Mr. Fuixer in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of House bill (No. 48) ** making appro- | 
priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 
Government for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1855.” 

The CHAIRMAN. When the committee last 
rose, the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Cviiom] 





OBE. 


If we wait for that, the || 
gentleman from Tennessee will not have his hour | 


1} 


| House, we must take up the special order, wil 
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was upon the floor, and is now entitled +, 
same. 


NEBRASKA AND KANSAS, 


Mr. CULLOM, after preliminary remarks fa 
that when he left Tennessee he had not Doctienta 
that he should be called upon to participate in ¢, 
vexed question which has sprung on the H..... 
by the bill to organize territorial governments ; 
Nebraska and Kansas. He came hither i 
ticipate in the legislation necessary to ou; co... 
mon country. The honest claims of hundreds of 
our citizens are to be postponed, ruled out tin 
the stream of legislation is to be dammed yo ic 
this nefarious project, which he intended to i 
nounce as a work of politicians, to strangle ;), 
legislation of the country for personal agerandize. 
ment. He believed, in the face of God, that he 
should be a coward if he did not denounce jt. H 
should not bea Tennesseean if he did not denou) ; 
this plot against the peace and quiet of the Unio, 
Yes, Nebraska and Kansas, and Kansas and No. 
braska, is thehueand ery. Tnese Halls are made 
| vocal with the sound of these cant phrases: and 
we are told that territorial governments must 
forthwith be given them; and the compromise of 
1820, the work of our fathers, completed in times 
of great public excitement, when the Union of 
these States was in jeopardy, is to be repudiate) 
and trampled under foot. 
This is a naked question of repudiation or po 
repudiation. You may, he said, talk to me abou: 
bad faith and outraged southern honor, but | tel! 
| you the North and the South, the East and the 
West, that this isa naked question whether the 
| sons, the descendants of our patriotic fathers, who 
pledged their honor on a great and momentous 
, question, will repudiate their solemn obligations 
on a mere quibble and plea. " 
The question had been sprung on him like a 
fire-bell at midnight. Where, he asked, was the 
voice of the people, North or South, asking for 
the passage of this measure, thus to bring the 
North and South by the ears, and reopen the 
| fountain of bitter waters and the agitations which 
had well nigh severed this Union? 
The measure came from a defeated presidential 
| aspirant—defeated in 1850. This was the starting 
oint, and should be known from Maine to the 
Pacific. Where are the South? Where have they 
| been? Sleeping on their watchtower for thirty- 
| four years? Was it necessary that they should be 
| waked up to their interests by your big or little 
|giants? [Laughter.] He [Senator Doveras} is 
| the great Sanhedrim of the State of Illinois, [laugh- 
| ter,] overshadowing everything. He has out- 
heroded Herod, and out-southed the South. 
He referred to the fact that Senator Dovetas, 
/in 1849, 1850, and in 1854, regarded the Missouri 
compromise as a binding contract, but now pro- 
poses to repeal it. The ‘ Union,” which de- 
nounced such a purpose, soon afterwards seized 

' upon it as a means of nationalizing the Adminis 
tration. 

He denied that the North has repudiated the 
| Missouri compact, and asked for the proof. It 
could not be shown. , 

He spoke of the provisions of the bill, which, 
he contended, does not contain the principle o! 
' non-intervention which is claimed for it; and, if 
conclusion, he defended the Missouri compro 
mise, and eulogized and vindicated the memory 
of Tennesseeans who sustained and assisted inthe 
The men of 1854 who 
| rise here and asperse their character shall always 
| find in him a vindicator. 
| [His speech will be found in the Appendix. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 


| Mr. PHILLIPS obtained the floor. 
Mr. COBB. I believe the floor has been 
| signed to my colleague, {Mr. Paiiups,} but 


the time is so near when, by the order of - 
| o 
to 


the Hotise 


r 
t 


| passage of that measure. 


his permission I will now make the motion 
| take up House bill No. 1, the title of which is * 
| follows: 

A bill to encourage agriculture, commerce, ™*" 
ufactures, and all other branches of industry, °Y 

anting to everyman who is the head of a ‘em 
ily, tow fe citizen of the United States, @ home- 
_ stead of one hundred and sixty acres of land out 
of the public domain, upon condition of occupancy 
and cultivation of the same for the period here! 
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ed, and to graduate and reduce the price of 
blic lands. : : 

[ trust that every member of the committee will 
cain the motion I have made. 

vie CHAIRMAN. The hour fixed by the 
1] pore having arrived for the consideration of the 
y) desionated by the gentleman from Alabama, 
he bill comes up without a motion. iy 

Mr. COBB. Mr. Chairman, by the resolution | 
of the House, closing debate in the Committee of 
che Whole on the homestead bill, debate was also 
terminated on the bill to graduate and reduce the 
nrice of the public lands. Itwas my anxious de- 
wire to express fully the views which I entertain 
“» reference to the all-important question of grad- 
nating and reducing the price of the public lands; 

tl am precluded from doing so under the five- 
minuterule. Lanticipated having such an oppor. 
tunity, but it has not been afforded to me. The 

is now open to amendment; and I must, under | 
the circumstances, submit to the rules. I shall 

-opose such amendments as will, in my judgment, 
carry out more completely the object contemplated 
by the bill. The bill, as originally reported by 
me, embraced the homestead policy as well as that 
fr the graduation and reduction of the price of 
the public lands. I shall now move that the pro- 
vision for homesteads be entirely stricken out. 
When that amendment shall have been disposed 
of. | will move two or three others for the purpose 
of making the bill conform to what [ believe te be 
the intention and wishes of the majority of the 
House. Ido not desire to discuss this measure | 
now. Icanonly briefly call the attention of mem- 
bers to its great Importance. ' 

The question of graduating and reducing the 
rice of the public land is one which has had the 
»nsideration of Congress, from time to time, so 
far back as my recollection goes. If twenty-five | 
or thirty years ago the necessity for graduating 

and reducing the price of the public land was ap- | 
parent to the country, is it not more sonow? Does 
not each and every individual feel the force of the 
argument that the public domain shoyld be sold 
for such price as will encourage settlement and 
cultivation? Inasmuch as we cannot enter into a 
general discussion, I trust that the bill will be fairly | 
considered. In doing so, | am satisfied members 

will arrive at but one conclusion; and that is, the 

necessity of reducing the price of lands which have 

remained unsold in market for-forty or fifty years. 

Would it be the policy of an individual who had 

held up his real estate for a number of years at 

$1 25 per acre, to still refuse to sell at such a price 

as the land would command in the market, and 

thus lose all interest upon his money ? 

Mr.SAGE. I move that the committee do now 
rise 

Mr. COBB. What is the object proposed by 
the rising of the committee? 

Mr. HAMILTON. Does the gentleman move 
to rise that the bill may be reported to the House? 

Mr. SAGE. My motion is a simple one. 
When the committee rise, I shall move that the 
House adjourn, 

Mr. COBB. Itis too early for the House to 
adjourn yet awhile. I trust, before rising, the 
committee will consider and act on the bill now 
before it 

Mr. DISNEY. I desire to make this remark, 
and this remark only: I trust that the House will 
make such a disposition of the bill as will enable | 
those who are friendly to it to offer their reasons | 
at length. Itis my purpose to attack the bill; but 
before I make that attack, I desire to hear all that 
gentlemen have to say in its favor. 

Mr.SAGE. I did not know that this matter 
would come before the committee to-day, and I 
would like to have an opportunity to look into the 
Provisions of the bill. With that object, I move 
that the committee do now rise. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I desire to make one in- 
quiry of the Chair. Is not the five-minute dis- 
cussion now the order of the House? 

lhe CHAIRMAN. Itis. 

Mr. HAMILTON. On the special order? 

a he CHAIRMAN. Yes, on the special or- | 

r. 

} 


Mr. HAMILTON. We cannot get rid of this | 
J! tnhany way. It must be considered until it | 
is disposed of. If we rise now, and then go back | 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of | 


the Union, it will still be the order of the day, and | 
you cannot avoid it. 
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Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The order of the 
| House is that it shall be considered from day to 
day until disposed of. 

The CHAIRMAN. The pending question is 
on the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Alabama, {[Mr. Coss. 

Mr. DISNEY. As | intend, also, to attack the 
bill introduced by the gentleman from New York, 
{Mr. Bennett,} proposing a general distribution 
of the public lands, and as | desire to say grace 
| over the whole lot, and not be making separate 
speeches in relation to each of these measures, | 
move that the further consideration of this bill be 
postponed until the same day to which the bill of 
| the gentleman from New York has been post- 
poned. 

Mr. COBB. That motion is clearly not in order. 

Mr. HAMILTON. The committee can make 
no such order as that. We are acting under a 
special erder of the House. 

Mr. COBB. I| would also remind the gentleman 
that that measure is before the House; this before 
| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. DISNEY. That makes no difference. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. But the com- 
mittee has no power to make any such order as 
that proposed by the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. COBB. None in the world. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair so rules. The 
Chair is of opinion that the motion is notin order. 

Mr. COBB. I was perfectly willing that the 
special order should be postponed this morning; 
but gentlemen objected to its postponement, and 
now we must go on with it. 

Mr. HIESTER. 
tleman from Ohio that he should move that the 
committee do now rise, for the purpose of sub- 
mitting his motion to postpone in the House. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. He cannot 


sent; and of course there will be objection. 

Mr. HIESTER. There will probably be no 
objection. 

Mr.SAGE. I must insist on my motion for 
the committee to rise. Many members in this 
part of the Hall, like myself, were not aware 
that this question would come up to-day, and 
are not prepared to consider it. Besides that, it 
is evident there is barely a quorum here. I hope 
the committee will rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
mit that motion? 

Mr. SAGE. 1 do, sir. 

Mr. COBB. I hope it will not be agreed to. 
We can gain nothing whatever by it. 

Mr. HAMILTON. There is no use whatever 
in rising. You cannot postpone this special order 
except by unanimous consent. 

Mr. SAGE. I cal! for tellers on my motion. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was then put; and on a division, 


Does the gentleman sub- 


The CHAIRMAN. There being no quorum 
present, the roll must be called. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 
have tellers? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
refused. 

The roll was then called, and the names of the 
absentees noted. 

Thecommittee then rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman reported that the 


Cannot we 


No; tellers have been 


had had under consideration the state of the Union 
generally, and particularly House bill No 1, and 
having found itself without a quorum, had directed 
the names of the absentees to be noted, and the 
Chairman to report the same to the House. 

The SPEAKER. There being a quorum now 
present—123 gentlemen having answered to their 
names—the Chairman will again resume the chair. 

The Chairman resumed the chair. 

Mr. COBB. I think I can make a suggestion 
to which the committee will agree unanimously. 





1 The committee is very thin, and the bill under 


consideration is a very important one, which gen- 
tlemen would like to examine more fully. I pro- 
pose, then, that the committee rise, with the view 
that the House may receive such reports from the 
standing committees as will not give rise to debate. 


E CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


I would suggest to the gen- | 


do it in the House even without unanimous con- | 


there were—ayes 2], noes 29; no quorum voting. | 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union | 
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I move, therefore, that the 


facilitate business. 
committee rise. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the chairman reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had had under consideration the state of the Union 
generally, and particularly House bill No. 1, 
being ‘*a bill to grant homesteads and to graduate 
and reduce the price of public lands,’’ but had 
come to no conclusion thereon. 

Mr. COBB. I now move that the committees 
be called upon for reports that may give rise to no 
debate. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Do I understand the gen- 
tleman from Alabama to mean that committees 
shall be called upon in their regular order? 

Mr. COBB. Certainly. 

The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
is the bill reported by the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to empower the Post- 
master General to contract for the transportation 
of the United States mail from New Orleans to 
San Francisco according to time, upon which the 
previous question has been demanded. 

Mr. HAMILTON. That bill comes up as 
business in the morning hour. Is it now in order? 

Mr. SPEAKER. It is in order, because the 
morning hour had not expired;and in the absence 
of any motion to go to any other business, it would 
be in order. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, has the pre- 
vious question been demanded on that proposi- 
tion? 

The SPEAKER. 
not been demanded. 

Mr. HAMILTON. As the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Cuuncuwe tt,} who has charge 
of the bill, is notin his seat, lt desirein his absence 
to make a few remarks in reference to it. In 
doing so I will not encroach long upon the time of 
the House. 

Mr. HAVEN. Would it be in order, Mr. 
Speaker, to move to postpone the further consid- 
eration of this bill until to-morrow morning? 

The SPEAKER. It would be in order if the 
gentleman from Maryland, who has the floor, 
choose to make such motion, or if he would yield 
the floor for the purpose of permitting it to be 
made. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I desired to makea few 
remarks in relation to this bill. I did not intend to 
make a speech or to encroach upon the time of 
the House; but as the gentleman from Tennessee 
is not here, I should be perfectly satisfied if the 


The previous question has 


further consideration of the bill were postponed. 


Mr. DISNEY. Mr. Speaker, | perceive the 
embarrassment under which the gentleman from 
Maryland and the House generally labor. In 
order to relieve it, therefore, | move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Mary- 
land has the floor; and the motion cannot be made 
unless he yields the floor for that purpose. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Iask the gentleman from 
Ohio to withdraw his motion to adjourn, in order 
to permit me to make a motion to proceed to the 
business on the Speaker’s table, with a view to 
the taking up of the bills there and having them 
referred to the appropriate committees. 

Mr. DISNEY. Certainly; I do so with pleas- 
ure. 

Mr. HAMILTON, Iam satisfied with that. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
House to go to the business on the Speaker’s 
table? 

Mr. COBB. I trust the Bouse will go on as 
at present for half an hour or quarter of an hour 
longer, until the time arrives for going to the busi- 
ness on the Speaker’s table. How much of the 
morning hour still remains, Mr. Speaker? 

The SPEAKER. There are five minutes of 
the morning hour still unexpired. 

Mr. COBB. Well, if that is all, 1 will not object 
to going to the business on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. LETCHER. I hope the Hidace will allow 
the committees to make reports. Reports have 
been accumulating here upon us for weeks with- 
out the committees having had an opportunity to 
presentthem; and what is the use now of referring 
more bills to committees when they cannot report 


I hope that no gentleman will object to this course |} those on hand ? 


of proceeding, for, by so doing, we will greatly | 


. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 
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getemes from Virginia is rather late in making 
1i8 objection. 

Mr. LETCHER. Ido not object at all, Mr. 
Speaker. 1 simply put it to the Haske as a plain 
practical matter of fact business, what is the use 
of referring bills, when the committee’s hands are 
already full of business which they have not had 
an opportunity of reporting on? 

BILLS ON THE SPEAKER 8 TABLE. 

The SPEAKER, The first bill in order upon 
the Speaker’s table is House bill ‘ for the relief 
of + Deany, widow of the late Lieutenant 
James A. Deany, of the United States Army,”’ 
which has been returned from the Senate with an 
amendment. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I know, Mr.Speaker, what 
the amendment is, and move that the House con- 
cur in it. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the 
amendment: 

The amendment was accordingly read, as fol- 
lows: 

** At the end of the bill, add the following words: ‘ under 
sixteen years of age.’ ”’ 

The bill, as amended, will read as follows: 

“That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
required to place the name of the said Mary Deany on the 
pension roll, and cause to be paid to her the suin of fifteen 
dollars per month for the term of ten years, commencing 
January lst, 1853: Provided, Thatin case of the marriage or 
death of the said Mary Deany, the pension hereby granted 
to her shall be paid to her two children, or to the survivor 
of them under sixteen years of age.”’ 

Mr. HAVEN. I move the previous question 
upon the concurrence in that amendment. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. EDGERTON. Is it in order now to move 
to commit that bill to the Committee of the Whole? | 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order, as the 
main question has been ordered to be put. 

Mr. EDGERTON, Will it be in order to | 
move to refer it to a committee? 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order to make 
any motion. The question is upon the adoption 
of the amendment. 

Mr. MIDDLESWARTH. I wish to make 
an inquiry of the Speaker. Is it intended by the 
Senate amendment, when the widow dies, to ex- 
tend the pension to the children? 

The SPEA KER. The amendment of the Sen- 
ate confines the pension to children under sixteen 
years of age. 

The main question being, ‘* Shall the amend- 
ment be concurred in?’’ it was put, and decided in 
the affirmative. 

Mr. FLORENCE moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the amendment was concurred in, 
and to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; 
which latter motion was agreed to. 


[A message was here received from the Senate, | 
by the hands of Assury Dickins, Esq., its Sec- 
retary, informing the House that the Senate had 
passed sundry private bills.] 


The next bill upon the Speaker’s table was then | 
reported by its title: 
A bill for the relief of William B. Edwards. 

The SPEAKER. This is a House bill, to | 
which the Senate have madean amendment. The | 
bill provides that the nameof William B. Edwards | 


shall be placed upon the pension roll, at the rate | 


of eight dollars per month, to commence on the | 


first of January, 1854. The Senate’samendment | 


is to correct a mere clerical error, which is to strike || 


out ** 1854” and insert in lieu thereof **1850.”’ 


The question was put; and the Senate amend- | 
ment was concurred in. 

The following bills were then taken up, and || 
read a first and second time by their titles respect- | 


ively, and referred as indicated below: | 
An act to constitute Keokuk and Dubuque, in || suppose J may either go on and make my speech 


the State of lowa, ports of delivery —Committee | 
on Commerce. 
An act to promote the efficiency of the Army, | 
by retiring disabled officers—Committee on Mil- | 
jtary Affairs. | 
An act to regulate the fees and compensation of || 
the district attorneys in the courts of the United || 
States for the Territories of Minnesota, New || 
Mexico, and Utah—Committee on the Judiciary. | 
An act to authorize the issue of registers to | 
vessels owned by the Accessory Transit Com- || 
y—Committee on Commerce. 
An act to authorize the issue of patents of land 


| when the House again resumes the consideration 


| journs without disposing of it. 
Mr. DAVIS. Well, sir, I do not so under- |) 
stand the rule; but I wish to be certain as to the |! 


| from Indiana should go on and make his speech 


in any State or Territory in certain cases—Com- | 
mittee on Public Lands. 

An act to establish post roads in the State of 
California—Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 


INDIANA AND ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD. 


The bill granting to the States of Indiana and 
Illinois a portion of the public lands to aid in the 
construction of the Indiana and Illinois Central 
railroad having been read a first and second time 
by its title, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, said: | mean to make | 
the motion that this bill be put upon its passage. | 
Mr. EDGERTON. I move to lay the bill upon 

the table. 

Mr. DAVIS. I have the floor, and the gentle- 
man cannot, therefore, submit the motion before 
moving to put the bill upon its passage; how- 
ever, | desire to move to commit it to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, so that it may be kept | 
before the House,*in case of an adjournment be- | 
fore it is disposed of. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to commit will | 
be entered. 


Mr. LETCHER. I now move to lay the bill | 


upon the table. || 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana | 
is entitled to the floor upon the motion to commit | 
the bill. 

Mr. DAVIS. Ido not desireto press this ques- | 
tion upon the consideration of the House at this | 
time, but merely wish to make a remark or two 
before it is disposed of in any manner. I am | 
aware that it is taking the bill out of what is per- | 
haps the usual course to move to put it upon its | 


passage at this time; but the Committee on Public || 


Lands have agreed upon and now havea bill ready | 
to report to the House precisely in the same lan- | 
guage of that now before the House. As it there- | 
fore has the sanction of the Committee on Public | 
Lands, I do not see any necessity of referring it | 
to that committee for a report upon it. So much | 
for that point. 

I repeat, that I do not wish to press action upon | 
the bill at this moment, unless it meet the appro- 
bation of the House. If, however, there is unan- | 
imous consent, or if it is the general wish of the 
House, | am willing to say what | have to say 
upon the measure. Or if the House prefer, I will 
defer it until some future time. 

Several Mempers. Let it come up some other 
time. 

The SPEAKER Does the gentleman from 
Indiana make the motion to postpone the further 
consideration of the bill to any day certain? 


Mr. DAVIS. Iam perfectly willing to make | 


that motion, if I can be sure that it will come up 
at that time. 


The SPEAKER. If that motion prevails. the | 
| bill will again take its place upon the Speaker’s |) 


table. 
Mr. DAVIS. And will it come up in order 


of the business upon the Speaker’s table? 

The SPEAKER, The Chair is of the opinion | 
that it will take its place in the fifth class of busi- | 
ness upon the Speaker’s ‘table, if the House ad- 


point of order before | make any motion. 
Mr. LETCHER rose. 
Mr. DAVIS. I will yield to the gentleman 
from Virginia, if he has any suggestion to make. 
Mr. LETCHER. I ask that the gentleman 


or make his motion, and let somebody else have 
achance. [Laughter.] 
Mr. DAVIS. I am entitled to the flocr, and I 


rapidly, or take my time for it. I wish, however, 
that the Chair would decide the question definitely, 
as to what will be the condition of the bill if it be | 
now postponed to a day certain. 

The SPEAKER. If the consideration of the 


bill be postponed to a day certain, it will come up || 
in its present order on the Calendar when the || 


House shall resume the consideration of the busi- 
ness on the Speaker’s table. That will be the 
ruling of the Chair upon the subject. 





Mr. DAVIS. I make the motion, then, that the 
further consideration of the bill be postponed for 
two weeks from this day. 


___ April 12, 


. me ee ER. I mone that the bill be re 
erred to the Committee of the Who] on 
of the Union. ree SR tate 

The SPEAKER. Under the rules of the } 
a motion to postpone to a day certain take 
cedence of a motion to refer to the Commit 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. LETCHER. Then I move to lay the bil! 
upon the table. ” 

The SPEAKER. That motion tak 
dence of a motion to postpone. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the gentlema 
submits a motion that the bill be referred to “7 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
it will be pending; and if the motion to postpone 
fails, the question will come up on that motion le 
refer. 

The SPEAKER. That is true. The motion 
to postpone to a day certain shuts out all amen. 

| ments and debate. 
Mr. JONES. I demand the yeas and n 
the motion that the bill be laid on the table 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. HIESTER called for the reading of the jy 
Mr. EDGERTON. I move that the Housed, 
now adjourn. 
The question was taken; and the motion was 
| agreed to. 
| Thereupon the House adjourned, at half past 


two o’clock, p. m., until to-morrow at twelve, m. 
| 
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IN SENATE. 
Wepnespary, -fpril 12, 1854. 
| Prayer by Rev. Wituiam H. Mirovry, 
The journal of yesterday was read and approved, 


RESIGNATION OF MR. SMITH. 


ThePRESIDENT. I received yesterday from 
the Senator from Connecticut this letter, which | 
now present to the Senate: 


Wasninoron City, 4pril 11, 1854, 
Sir: T hereby resign my seat as a member of the Senate 
of the United States, to take effect from and afier the 24h 
day of May next. TRUMAN SMITH. 


To Hon. Davin R. Atcuison, 
President of the Senate. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Postmaster General, com- 
| municating, in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate of the 7th ultimo, a statement of the 
annual pay to the several railroad companies in 
| the United States for the transportation of the 
/mails; which was, on motion by Mr. Rusk, re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
_ Post Roads. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a me- 
| morial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, praying 
the establishment of a mail route from Freeport, 
Illinois, to Madison, Wisconsin; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 
Mr. JOHNSON presented the petition of the 
legal representatives of Henry Payson, of the 
| State of Maryland, praying indemnity for the loss 
of a schooner which was chased by an English 
rivateer into the harbor of Pampator, in te¢ 
island of Margaritta, and seized by the Spanish 
| authorities; which was referred to the Committee 
/ on Claims. 
_ Mr. PETTIT presented the petition of John3. 
| Chapman and Clarinda P. Chapman, praying thet 
| steps may be taken to colonize and civilize the 
| Indians at Puget’s Sound, in Washington Terr- 
| tory; which was referred to the Committee 00 
| Indian Affairs. 
Mr. PRATT presented a petition of Americal 
citizens, residents of Philadelphia and Baltimore, 
engaged in the importation of watches, diamonds, 
_and other precious stones, praying the removal 0 
the duties on those articles; which was referred (0 
| the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. FiSH presented the petition of Jobn T. 
Hildreth, praying that the widow of John Hil- 
dreth, a soldier in the last war with Great Britain 
may be allowed a pension; which was referred 0 
_ the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HAMLIN. | desire to submit to the Sen 
/ ate a communication from the Secretary of State, 
accompanied by a letter from Hon. J. Y. Mason, 


| 
| Minister at Paris, accompanied, also, by ‘rte 





